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Inspector General of Police
Surguja Range, Ambikapur (C.G.)

Tel. (07774) (O): 240158 (R): 240157

Fax No.: 241424, Mob.: 9479193500
email : igp-surguja.cg@gov.in

DO. NoZ&ES78/csHRG /2086
Date. [Z /1] | B0Bs

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA
I.P.S.
Inspector General of Police
Surguja Range

| am delighted to know that Holy Cross Convent Senior Secondary School,
Ambikapur is bringing out its annual school magazine "HOLY CROSS
ASCENT"

Such school magazines play a vital role in nurturing creativity, expression,
and communication skills among students. They provide a valuable
platform for students to showcase their talents, channel their thoughtsin a
constructive way, and record the diverse academic and co-curricular
achievements of the school.

| am confident that this magazine will truly reflect the collective efforts,
creativity and disciplined spirit of the Holy Cross family.

| extend my heartfelt congratulations and best wishes to the Principal,
teachers, students and the editorial team for the successful publication of
the magazine.

G

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA

PRINCIPAL
HOLY CROSS CONVENT SR. SEC. SCHOOL
AMBIKAPUR

;
- —




B . o #M_.Mm An.

3:|Gﬂﬁ m (TI) :@3\5‘7 gn‘?’%’o i, TRt T, AR (31,

§ WY % i .- 497001

Fetaret Ud Tt oSt \ & )V 3 T & (7774-220701 () 240700 (1)
e o (2.0.) N "'-,,33,0 HeH & (7774-223818 (i) 240801 (1)
"b“"%“"a -0 : Collector-srg.cg@gov.in

A, UF . Qg/Akfm/JnJ-s
RA®...... k8 [o1) 200k...

TS I8 TR S Tl §3 © [ Blell &I Brave MR Aavsd
T, AfGBIYR ZRT S1a+it a1fifen ufyen ' varie” &1 gemTer foa o vaT # |

w2 amen & % 'geRie’’ ufiet fremerd # sremaeRa frenfial & wfd fmfor
¥ wers fug arft | a1y & ufier @ 9w ¥ R ¥ ged g el @
OIS FITHT T IR T 37 GTST 1T |

# Saa uf¥e A §fS R faener uRaR &t 39 W & ol AT W@

PIHTHARI SO AT |
; * M-—_/*’L'_“"
Qzﬂr;ﬁaﬁﬂ)
gfer,
grart
Bl 31 BT WFRR ABvS T
iftaep1gr, fSrem awen (B)

A~ V&
9

r— i
R — i T 3
E— - —— w« HOLY CROSS ASCENT - 2026 4EI:2oE




B . o PE—  S— ‘M_A.‘,—u_ . A8 — e

Dr. Dﬁlf:;; ﬁ!?;]al‘ Jha 00, ki iee v-Lbio
e l‘fgﬂ% District Education Officer
= S - ] Email - dineshkumarjha8000@gmail.com
ML.A, M.Phil. Ph.D In English Literature 3
M.B.A. LLB, B.Ed, M.Ed PGDRD,
PGDCLM, PGDADR (ILI New Delhi)
PGDILD, PGDIHL, PGDIEL (ISIL New Delhi)
DIEPA (NUEPA New Delhi)

D.Ed.O./Est/Msg/ 1570/ 6 Date -,28/11/2025

dedoapurgmail.com
Maob & WhatsApp - 9910597761
Twitter - @ Cg_Dineshjha

It is a matter of great pleasure that Holy Cross Senior Secondary
School Ambikapur, District-Surguja (Chhattisgarh) is publishing the school
magazine "HOLY CROSS ASCENT" in the year 2025-26.

| am confident that this magazine will become a powerful medium
for the all-round development of students. Through this school magazine,
students will give golden form to their creativity, My best wishes to the
schoolfamily involved in publication of the magazine for their bright future.

!
r. Dinesh Kumar Jha)

District Education Office,
Ambikapur, Surguja (Chhattisgarh)

To,
The Principal,
Holycross Senior Secondary School,
Ambikapur, Surguja (Chhattisgarh)

Q) Office of the District Education Officer,
P Near Kotwali Police Station, Ambikapur, Surguja C.G. Pin 497001
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RT. REV. ANTONIS BARA, DD
BISHOP OF AMBIKAPUR

BISHOP'S HOUSE AMBIKAPUR
Nawapara, P.O. Funduldihari 497110
Dt. Surguja (C.G.) India

Tel.: (07774) 230612, 231032, 230063

Mail :- ambikapurdiocese. 1977 (@gmail.com

Web :- hitp://ambikapurdiocese.org
15.11.2025

To.
The Principal, Staff, and the students,
Holy Cross Sr. Sec. School, Ambikapur.
Dear Students, Teachers, and All the Members of the School Community,

| am so happy to address you in 'Holy Cross Ascent' an inspiring record of another fruitful
year of learning, creativity, discipline, and growth. This magazine is not merely a
compilation of events and achievements. It is a celebration of the dedication,
commitment, and teamwork that make our school avibrant centre of excellence.

| appreciate, the tireless efforts of the teachers and staff who shape the minds and hearts
of our young learners. Their passion for education, guidance, and support helps build a
strong foundation for every student. They are not only imparting knowledge but also
nurturing values, character, and confidence that are essential for the formation of the
next-gen-leaders, responsible citizens, and society builders.

| extend my heartfelt appreciation to our dear students. Your enthusiasm and willingness
to learn and to explore, your achievements in academics, sports, arts, and co-curricular
activities, and your everyday efforts to grow into better individuals make us immensely
proud. You are the future, and each one of you has the potential to make a meaningful
differenceinthe world. Continue to dream big, work hard, and believe in yourselves.

| also take this opportunity to thank you. For in an era where education is rapidly evolving.
Holy Cross Sr. Sec. School, Ambikapur, stands strong as a beacon of hope and
transformation. The teachers, students, parents, and the entire institution, are shaping a
brighter tomorrow. Your contributions, whether small or great, are making a significant
impact on the future of the education sector and on the society at large.

As we turn the pages of this magazine, may we recall not only our achievements but also
the values that bind us: unity, perseverance, respect, and excellence. Let this inspire us to
continue our journey with renewed zeal.

Wishing everyone continued success and God's blessings!
Warm regards,

+ Dr. Antonis Bara, DD
Bishop of Ambikapur
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[ ][] HOLY CROSS INSTITUTE (MID INDIA PROVINCE)
Old Dhamtari Road, Boriakhurd, Raipur - 492001, Chhattisgarh / India
E- mail: midindiaprovincehc@gmail.com

Education for the Age of Intelligence

Dear Srlessy, esteemed Faculty, Staff, Parents and Students,

It gives me immense joy to greet the readers of Holy Cross Ascent. More than a
chronicle of events, this publication reflects the vibrant life, creative spirit, and
enduring values that inspire our school community.

We live in an extraordinary age. In this era of Artificial Intelligence, education itself
is being reshaped. Machines can now train, evaluate, and assist with remarkable
precision—excelling in transmitting knowledge and developing skills. Yet they can
never awaken imagination, empathy, or moral insight—the higher qualities of the
human spirit that give meaning and direction to life.

Our task as educators is to bring these two dimensions into harmony—to design an
education that engages with technology without being governed by it. True
learning in this century will not arise from choosing between intelligence and
compassion, but from blending them in a living balance that reflects both reason
and wisdom.

As a school grounded in the timeless values of love, truth, and service, our mission
is not merely to prepare students for the future, but to form hearts rooted in
integrity, minds enlightened by wisdom, and hands strengthened for selfless
action. Education today must rise beyond literacy in Artificial Intelligence to
mastery of self—to nurture in our young people the courage to innovate, the
discernment to choose wisely, and the compassion to transform the world
through goodness and justice.

| extend heartfelt gratitude to our Principal for visionary leadership, to our faculty
and staff for their tireless dedication, and to our students, whose enthusiasm and
perseverance give life to our mission each day.

May Holy Cross Ascent remind us that true education is not only about what we
learn, but who we become—where intellect meets compassion, technology
serves humanity, and every learner discovers the joy of being fully alive in this
Age of Intelligence. '
With Best regards and prayerful wishes,

lane
Sr. Diana Chettoor
Provincial Superior
Mid India Province, Raipur




Dear Principal, Staff and Students,

It gives me great joy to pen this message for the school magazine 'Holy
Cross Ascent' which is a vibrant reflection of the creativity, dedication
and achievements of our students and staff. Each page captures the
spirit of curiosity, learning and growth that defines our school
community.

Our students continue to inspire us with their talents whether in
academics, sports, arts or community service. Their enthusiasm for
innovations and hard work remind us that education is not only about
acquiring knowledge but also about building character, nurturing values
and preparingforthe challenges of the future.

Speaking of challenges, they are plenty globally & nationally. Global
climate change, erosion of human values, a lack of sensitivity to one
another as humans is to be seen everywhere. A culture of violence
creates unrest which threatens a peaceful co-existence. It is our
bounden duty to instil in the young generation values for harmony in all
existence and resilience in stressful situations.

Dear staff as you celebrate accomplishments, please remember a quote
of unknown source that True education is not just about learning facts,
but aboutlearning to live with compassion and empathy.

With best wishes to Principal, Staff & Students.

God Blessoneandall.

Sr. Elsy Jose
Manager,
Holy Cross Convent Sr. Sec. School
Ambikapur, C.G.
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From the Principal's Desk

Dear Students, Parents, Teachers, and Well-wishers,

In a world that is constantly being reshaped by technology, trends, and shifting priorities, we often find ourselves
racing to keep pace with change. Yet deep within, we recognize that true education must be anchored in something timeless
— values. Today's students are growing up in an age full of promise. With knowledge and opportunity at their fingertips, they
can explore, connect, and dream in ways we never imagined. But amid this wave of progress, we must pause and reflect: Are
we also guiding them to become compassionate, ethical, and grounded individuals? Are we nurturing not just achievers, but
human beings of conscience and character?

At Holy Cross, we believe that academic success must go hand in hand with moral formation. Each day, we strive to
build an environment where values like honesty, empathy, respect, responsibility, and faith are not just taught — they are
lived. Be it in classrooms, assemblies, acts of service, or daily interactions, we aim to model the very values we wish to
cultivate. For we know that children learn most profoundly by observing those around them. As educators and parents, we
are called to be living examples.

Dear students, as you move forward, may you not only shine in your accomplishments, but in the values you uphold.
In a world that often celebrates only success, dare to be kind. In a culture driven by speed, choose integrity. You are the hope
and light of tomorrow.

As | reflect on the journey of this academic year, my heart is filled with gratitude. | extend my sincere appreciation to
the editorial team for their creativity and dedication in bringing this magazine to life. Your efforts in capturing the spirit of our
school community are deeply commendable. | also thank our School Manager, the Provincial leadership, and our devoted
faculty members whose unwavering commitment continues to make Holy Cross a beacon of holistic excellence.

Let us remain united in this shared mission — to raise compassionate, conscientious, and capable young people who will
make meaningful contributions to the world. May this magazine serve as a source of inspiration and reflection, reminding us
all of the strength that comes from living with purpose, learning with depth, and growing with grace.

With warm regards,
Dr. Sr. Jessy Thekkan
Principal
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Editorial Wisdom does not discriminate against

those who seek its dwellings.

Thisyear, | got the privilege of being the editor of the school magazine. | wish to use
this opportunity to share with my readers, the secret of travelling without moving.
Books have been my escape. Inaworld filled with infinite catastrophic possibilities,
they offer me with moments of respite and introspection. In this continuously
changing world, we are often very limited in our experiences. Living life in a bubble
is easier, predictable, and comfortable, but something that is uniquely human is
curiosity. | often find myself reaching beyond what | can see, drawn to learning and
change even though it is not always a comfortable experience. | have come to
realize that challenging my views and values is an important part of living, and
books, alongside cinema, have been my most trusted companions in this process.
This transformative journey began with my very first book, To Kill a Mockingbird
by Harper Lee, which helped me grow as a person by teaching me about racial
injustice and its impact on individuals and society. This initial awakening to social
inequality continued through books like Akkarmashi and Jhoothan, which
completely transformed my view of society and pushed me to unlearn many
deeply held stereotypes about caste and social hierarchies in India. Books such as
1984 by George Orwell forced me to question the very nature of truth and
authority, revealing how easily reality can be manipulated by those in power.
Through Winston Smith's struggle against totalitarian oppression, | learned to |
value dissent and remain vigilant about protecting individual freedom. This
qguestioning of authority extended beyond fiction when | watched the film Gandhi,
which taught me about nonviolent resistance and showed me how principled
leadership can transcend cultural boundaries. The film's portrayal of Mahatma
i~ Gandhi's fight for justice expanded my understanding of how collective action can -
%challenge seemingly insurmountable systems of oppression. Similarly, Garam BENGEEEANEIERGIITEENG T ] dles
9 Hawa humanized the devastating political upheaval of Partition, helping me BLISUEURTLRTATIREETE GG 5
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comprehend the human cost of nationalistic division and fostering deep empathy for
marginalized communities caught in the crossfire of history. Beyond questioning
systems, literature opened my heart to individual human struggles that | had never
fully understood. The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath immersed me in Esther Greenwood's
battle with depression, challenging my preconceptions about mental illness and
helping me develop genuine empathy for those struggling with psychological distress.
The novel's unflinching portrayal of societal expectations on women also made me
question rigid gender norms and the importance of authenticity over conformity.
Through these works, both literary and cinematic, | have discovered that books and
films are windows into lives I've never lived, perspectives I've never considered, and
worlds I've never imagined. They possess a unique ability to broaden our
understanding of what it means to be human. To read, to watch, is to step out of your
own limited world view and into someone else's shoes. Whether it's learning about a
culture vastly different from my own, empathizing with a character's struggles,
questioning deeply held beliefs, or confronting uncomfortable historical truths, these
works have consistently challenged me to think differently. They have taught me that
there is always more to learn, more to understand, and more to consider. In a world
where it's tempting to retreat into familiar echo chambers, books and films have been
my bridge to the vast complexity of human experience, constantly reminding me that
curiosity and empathy are among our most powerful tools for growth and

understanding. Samriddhi Kashyap
Editor

=

| cry in pain, and my tears flow on my cheek, "
Where is the one who wipes the tears from Lty cheek’
Who will answer the cries of achild gnevmg? T

Oh, mother, how painfular he tears onm my cheek;

And who can bear the burden of these tears?"

all o

SahshIUpadhyay Ravinandan Mishra
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Ms. Neelam Poddar Ms. 5 dha Agrawal Ms. Apama Sarkar  Ms, Harshdeep Kaur

Ms, Puneeta Sinha  Ms. Richa Anish

Samriddhi Ojha
XI"B"

Sr. Sadhna Tirkey Ms. Shreyanshi Singh  Mr. Sible Hassan

Mentor
Dr. Sr. Jessy Thekkan
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“When dedication meetsdirection, brilliance emerges.”

2026-2027: Expanding horizons, embracing growth, and
radiating excellence.

Holy Cross Convent Senior Secondary School, Chhattisgarh,
is a visionary institution established and administered by
the Sisters of Mercy of the Holy Cross. Anchored in faith,
strong moral values, and a spirit of service, the school is
committed to nurturing future-ready individuals who lead
with integrity, compassion, and purpose. The institution
envisions education as a transformative journey that
empowers students intellectually, morally, and socially.
Through a learner-centred approach and the dedicated
guidance of its educators, Holy Cross provides a dynamic
learning environment that blends academic excellence with
co-curricular enrichment and value-based education.
Students are inspired to think critically, act responsibly, and
contribute meaningfully to society as lifelong learners. The
academic session 2024-2025 reflected the fulfilment of this
vision through outstanding achievements. The school
recorded a 100% pass result in both Class X and Senior
Secondary Board Examinations. In the Senior Secondary
section, out of 173 students, 14 students scored above 90%,
while 170 students secured First Division. In Class X, 281
students appeared for the examination, of whom 46 scored
above 90%, and an impressive 265 students attained First
Division. Adding to this proud achievement, Prince Lakra
emerged as the District Topper with an impressive 97.4%,

bringing immense honour to the institution. The results
stand as a testament to the school's unwavering
commitment to excellence and holistic growth. Powered by
a team of 138 passionate educators, supported by 37
support staff, 11 office personnel, and 8 security guards, the
school stands as a nurturing space for 4,554 young minds.

Major Approvals Accorded by CBSE

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has kindly
accorded approval for the extension of the school's
affiliation until the year 2031. Furthermore, the Board has
sanctioned the expansion of the school campus, increasing
the land area to 6 acres, and has granted permission to
augmentthe number of sectionsupto 110.




the students' diligence, dedication, and unwavering
perseverance, recognising their remarkable efforts and

SCHOOL REPORT

Alumna Brings Laurels to the Institution
Our esteemed alumna, Sachi Jaiswal, has brought immense
pride and distinction to the institution by clearing the

success.

HIGHLIGHTS OF CLASS X BOARD EXAM RESULTS- 2025

o o ) . . TOTAL NO. OF STUDENTS APPEARED : 281
prestigious UPSC Civil Services Examination. Her p ccq . 100
achievement exemplifies perseverance, discipline, and  ToppeRr's % 97.4
determination. Her success adds glory to the school and  NO. OF STUDENTS ABOVE 90% 46
serves as a beacon of inspiration for our present students. = NO. OF STUDENTS ABOVE 80% 136
We heartily congratulate her and wish her continued :g gi IsilTRLgE[;\II\TIISS?(?I\?:E 70% ;ég
success and excellencein all her future endeavours. s e

Alumna Brings Laurels to the Institution

Our esteemed alumna, Sachi Jaiswal, has brought immense
pride and distinction to the institution by clearing the
prestigious UPSC Civil Services Examination. Her
achievement exemplifies perseverance, discipline, and
determination. Her success adds glory to the school and
serves as a beacon of inspiration for our present students.
We heartily congratulate her and wish her continued

P

PRINCE LAKRA  AASTHA AGRAWAL ADITYA CHOUBEY NAITIK AGRAWAL

97.4% 95.8% 95.8%

o

RITURAJ TIWARI

95.2% 95.2%

HIGHLIGHTS OF CLASS XIl BOARD EXAM RESULTS- 2025

. TOTAL NO. OF STUDENTS APPEARED : 173

success and excellence in all her future endeavours. PASS % : 100

Star of Asia from Our School TOPPER'S % 96.4
Akshita Dabral of Class X C has made our school immensely =~ NO. OF STUDENTS ABOVE 90% 14
proud by clinching the coveted Miss Asia Star title in  NO. OF STUDENTS ABOVE 80% 70

Q,
Chandigarh. Crowned the winner, she was also awarded a (SR 2D R T B 22
NO. OF FIRST DIVISIONS 170

cash prize of X3 lakh, a truly remarkable achievement that
highlights her talent and poise.

Saluting Scholastic Stars

In a special felicitation ceremony, Shri Deepak Kumar Jha, |G
Surguja, honoured the toppers of Classes X and Xl for their
exceptional academic achievements. The event celebrated

in

96.4% 94% 94%

JASKEERAT BABRA ADITYA AGRAWAL AVANI AGRAWAL
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Rising Leaders: Investiture Ceremony

The school organised an Investiture Ceremony to officially
entrust responsibilities to the newly elected student
leaders. Shri Narendra Kumar Dugga, IAS, Commissioner of
Surguja District, bestowed the leaders with sashes and
badges, inspiring them to lead with integrity, discipline, and
commitment.

A Tapestry of School Celebrations

“When aschool celebrates, every child becomes a star.”

A Fond Farewell

The school bid a warm and respectful farewell to its retiring
staff members in appreciation of their long and dedicated
service. Mrs. Alice Karuna retired after 35 years of devoted
service as a Primary Teacher; Mrs. Kishori Toppo completed
38 years of sincere service as a member of the supporting
staff; Mr. Susheel Ghosh rendered 35 years of committed
service as supporting staff; and Mr. Alexius Xess, the school
gate guard, was also honoured for his faithful service.
During the retirement programme, the school gratefully
acknowledged their dedication and valuable contributions,
wishing them good health, happiness, and a fulfilling life
ahead.

Honouring Our Helping Hands

invaluable contribution to the smooth functioning of the
institution.
Celebrating Wellness with Yoga

Students of Class VIII enthusiastically marked International
Yoga Day at Raj Mohni Bhavan, practicing various asanas
under the guidance of teachers. The session highlighted the
benefits of yoga for a healthy body and a calm mind, leaving
everyone refreshed and inspired.

Celebrating the Spirit of Freedom

Mr. Shafi Ahmed, Leader of the Opposition, and Mrs.
Jenebina Kujur, Parishad Member of Ward No. 11, hoisted
the National Flag and graced the occasion with their

esteemed presence. The programme featured a vibrant
showcase of patriotic dances and melodious songs, filling

= e
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.~ On Labour Day, the school celebrated the dedication and
% hard work of its Class IV employees through engaging
activities and tokens of appreciation, recognising their
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the air with pride and enthusiasm. Adding to the grandeur,
Class IX students presented a powerful dance-drama on
“Operation Sindoor” at the Police Line Ground, proudly
securing the second position.

Inspiration, Dedication, and Gratitude

“A devoted teacher opens minds, inspires hearts, and
nurtures endless curiosity.”

Teachers' Day was celebrated with immense enthusiasm,
honouring the dedication and commitment of our
educators. Students expressed their appreciation through
heartfelt performances, speeches, and thoughtful gestures,
making the occasion both memorable and meaningful. The
celebration concluded with gift distribution and a festive
Onam Sandhya, adding warmth and joy to the day.

Honouring Hearts that Serve
“The heart remembers what gratitude holds.”

The Holy Cross family joyfully celebrated School Day to
honour the Sisters for their devoted service. The
programme began with a solemn prayer, followed by a
vibrant array of cultural performances by the students. The
Sisters were felicitated with badges and bouquets as a
heartfelt token of appreciation, making the celebration both
meaningfuland memorable.

Observing the Festival of Lights

The school celebrated Diwali with warmth, reverence and
joy. Class representatives lit candles on behalf of their

+(( HOLY CROSS ASCENT -
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respective classes, symbolizing the triumph spreading the
message of light over darkness, unity and positivity
throughout across the campus, which resonated with
festive cheer and harmony.

A Day Dedicated to Our Young Stars

On the occasion of Children's Day, Mrs. Manjusha Bhagat,
Mayor of Nagar Nigam Ambikapur, graced the event as the
Chief Guest. Students were honoured with certificates and
trophies for their academic excellence, perfect attendance
in the previous session, and outstanding performance in the
Science Exhibition. Adding to the festivity, teachers
enthralled the audience with vibrant dance and skit ~.
performances, making the celebration lively and 9’
memorable. i A
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Season of Joy: Christmas Celebrations

Christmas Day was celebrated with a special prayer service,
invoking peace, joy, and goodwill. The occasion was
enriched by vibrant performances from students dressed as
angels, adding grace and festive cheer to the celebration. A
lively Santa dance emerged as a major highlight, while a
< . . . meaningful skit conveyed the message of joy, love, and the
,,h.i e ot . ,& h — - truespirit'oftheseason. .
.-‘ 1;{ r;.'t’l.*.‘;t. ﬂ’i* pr e b e Community Outreach: AJourney of Compassion
o u S AR A ¥ B BT W In the spirit of Christmas, Holy Cross Convent Senior
: SN P e Secondary School showcased its commitment to service
& ' beyond the classroom with a meaningful community
outreach visit to the foothills near Mainpat. Guided by Sr.
Sadhana, Mr. Anupam Dubey, and Mr. Kishore Sinha, the
programme offered students a profound experience of
empathy, compassion, and social responsibility.A key
highlight of the initiative was the distribution of blankets to
the underprivileged, providing warmth and comfort during
the biting cold. Through simple acts of care and heartfelt
interaction, the outreach beautifully reflected the school's
vision of educating through love and service.

A Spectrum of School Activities
“Together we learn, together we lead.”
Grand Annual Exhibition “llluminare 2025”

The Grand Annual Exhibition, llluminare 2025 — Sparkling
Brilliance through Art and Science, was inaugurated on 11th
November by Shri Deepak Kumar Jha, |.G., Surguja, marking
the formal commencement of the Science and Art

i
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Exhibition. The exhibition showcased an impressive array of
innovative models vividly reflecting the creativity and
academic excellence of the students. Shri Vilas Bhoskar,
Collector of Surguja, visited the exhibition and expressed his
admiration for the remarkable displays, appreciating the
talent and imaginative thinking of the young minds.

The planetarium put up by the students emerged as the
centre of attraction, capturing the interest of all and
standing out asthe most admired exhibit of the exhibition.

llluminare 2025: Second Day Highlights

The second day of “llluminare 2025” unfolded with equal
enthusiasm and splendour and was graced by the presence
of Shri S. K. Shrivastava, Principal, Government School,
Lakhanpur, as the esteemed Chief Guest. His visit added
distinction to the occasion and encouraged the young
participants.

The programme was enriched by a series of thoughtfully
choreographed cultural performances presented by the
Primary Section, which reflected creativity, confidence, and
artistic expression. The young performers captivated the
audience with their vibrant presentations, showcasing their
innate talent and enthusiasm.Expressing his appreciation,
the Chief Guest commended the students for their creativity
and commendable efforts, and lauded the school for
providing a platform that nurtures holistic development
alongside academic excellence.

Standing Together for Flood Relief

In a commendable act of solidarity, the students and staff of
the school donated a total of X1,78,300 to the M/s Diocese
of Jalandhar Relief Fund to aid the victims of the recent
floods in Punjab. This gesture exemplifies the community's
commitment to service, compassion, and humanitarian
support.

Strengthening Gender Sensitivity

A Capacity Building Programme on Gender Sensitivity was
conducted for teachers to promote awareness, inclusivity,
and equity in education. Resource persons Mr. Surya
Prakash Diwedi and Mr. Sourabh Jain shared insightful
strategies and practical approaches to foster a respectful
and supportive learning environment, empowering
educators to nurture a culture of equality inthe classroom.
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Workshop on Child Safety and POCSO Guidelines

A workshop on Child Safety and POCSO guidelines was
organised for teachers at the school. The session was
conducted by Father Kuldeep Bara, a practising lawyer at the
District Court. He sensitised teachers to child protection
issues, legal responsibilities, and the importance of
adhering to POCSO guidelines to ensure a safe and secure
environment for students.

Informed Today ,Prepared Tomorrow

The school organised impactful sessions on road safety, drug
awareness, cyber safety, and women empowerment for
students. Led by Thana Incharge Sunita Bharadwaj and ASI
Vijay Kalivartya, the programmes equipped learners with
essential knowledge, responsible behaviour, and
heightened social awareness, fostering a safer and more
conscientious community.

From Classrooms to Communities: A Decade-Long Youth
Crusade Against Plastic

For over a decade, the students of Holy Cross Convent
Senior Secondary School, Ambikapur, have led a dynamic
campaign against single-use plastics. What began as a small
school initiative in 2015 has grown into a nationally
recognized movement, earning praise from the Prime
Minister. On 5 January 2026, nearly 500 students marched in
a lively rally with creative placards, slogans, tableaux, and a
) flash mob, capturing widespread public attention. Backed

Sr. Jessy Thekkan, this youth-led initiative is a shining
example of passion, persistence, and environmental
responsibility.

New Courts, New Opportunities

The newly constructed Basketball and Badminton Courts
were blessed and inaugurated on 8 January 2026, marking a
significant milestone in enhancing the school's sports
infrastructure. These facilities aim to promote physical
fitness, teamwork, and the holistic development of our
students, encouraging them to pursue sports with
enthusiasm and dedication.

é} by a 75,000-signature campaign and guided by Principal Dr.
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Educational Fair 2026

On 14 January 2026, the school hosted an Educational Fair
for Classes XI and Xl in collaboration with Success in You
(S1Y), aimed at guiding students at a pivotal stage of their
academic journey. Nearly 12 distinguished Indian and
international universities participated, providing students
with a unique opportunity to engage with representatives,
explore academic programmes, admission processes,
scholarships, and career prospects. The fair proved to be an
enlightening experience, broadening horizons and
empowering students to make informed choices for their
higher education and future endeavours.

Davara
University

Sporting Glory for the School

“Champions are made through practice, patience, and
perseverance.”

The school takes pride in the remarkable accomplishments
of its studentsin various sports and competitive arenas:

Ishani Rai (Class VIII-B) brought great honour to the school
by winning the Gold Medal at the 20th Chhattisgarh State
Taekwondo Championship 2025, held at Bilaspur.

Satwik Sinha (VC) secured a Gold Medal in the Under-29 kg
category at the 18th District Taekwondo Championship,
organised by the Surguja Taekwondo Association under the
aegis of the Chhattisgarh Taekwondo Association. Samarth
Raj (Class VIl G) also added glory to the school by winning a
Gold Medalinthe 41 kg weight category.

Anaf Raza Khan (Class VII D) won a Bronze Medal at the
Chhattisgarh State Shooting Championship, held in Raipur.

Anshuman Sahay (Class VIl D) earned multiple accolades in
an Open Chess Tournament, showcasing exemplary
strategic skill and dedication.

Vishesh Sonapakar (Class X C) brought pride to the school by
winning a Bronze Medal in Kickboxing, held in Chennai.
Samarth Raj of Class VII (G) clinched the Gold Medal in the
41 kg weight category at the 18th District Taekwondo
Championship, Surguja 2025

The Chhattisgarh State Qwan-Ki-Do Martial Arts
Championship, held on 29-30 November at Gandhi

Stadium, saw RaaghuiJaiswal (UKG-B) winning a Gold Medal (%
in the semi-contact category. Raaghui has now qualified to
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represent the school at the National Level in Jammu &
Kashmirfrom 16-19 January 2026.

These outstanding achievements reflect the dedication,
talent, and sportsmanship of our students, adding yet
another chapter of pride to the school's legacy. Students
Shinein Inter-School Competition.

Rising stars of inter-school arenas.

Our students continue to bring pride to the school through
their remarkable accomplishments in a wide range of
competitions:

To commemorate the “Birth anniversary of Mother
Theresa”, an inter-school competition was organised
featuring drawing, painting, handwriting, essay writing, and
imaginative storytelling. Tanmay Gupta (Class X D) secured
first place, earning a cash prize of X500 for his outstanding
performance.Many students were honoured with
consolation prizes in the Handwriting and Essay Writing
competitions, celebrating their effort and creativity.

Shourya Singh (Class X F) distinguished himself by winning
first place in the Indian Young Inventors and Innovators
Challenge 2025-26 at Raipur for his innovative project on
bioplastic from rice husk. He also claimed first place in the
Science Working Model Competition on solar sanitation,
receiving a cash prize of 12,000, showcasing his ingenuity
and dedication to scientificinnovation.

3 Ananya Deo (Class VII D) achieved 76th rank in the India
) Talent Hunt Exam, held in Bangalore, and was awarded a

bronze medal along with a Certificate of Excellence in
recognition of her exceptional talent and academic
prowess.

Akshitha Dabral (Grade XI E) won first prize in the High
School Drawing & Painting Exhibition, organised by the
Surguja Police on 18 December 2025. Competing against
over 500 participants from across the district, she was
honoured with a shield and certificate, highlighting her
creativity and artistic excellence.

Shilpi Vishwakarma of (Grade XII A) brought immense pride
to the school and the Surguja district by being selected for
the National Youth Festival held at Bharat Mandapam, New
Delhi. As the sole representative from Surguja among
participants from 28 states, she showcased her exceptional
talent before the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India. Her
achievement is a testament to her dedication, skill, and
excellence, earning well-deserved acclaim and making the
school exceedingly proud These achievements are a
testament to the students' talent, hard work, and
dedication, reflecting the school's commitment to nurturing
well-rounded individuals who excel in academics, creativity,
and innovation.
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Club Activities: Learning Beyond the Classroom
Eco Club-“In Nature, We Discover Ourselves”

The Eco Club students explored the breathtaking natural
beauty of Mayali in Jashpur district. They experienced a
mountain nature camp surrounded by bamboo groves and a
serene lake. An engaging session on environmental
awareness made the visit both enriching and memorable.

Arts Club—“Art Blooms Where Nature Inspires”

Members of the Arts Club visited Satrenga, where the cool
breeze and mist-covered hills sparked creativity and joy. The
tranquil surroundings provided the perfect canvas for
artisticinspiration.

Music Club-“Where Words Fail, Music Speaks”
Twenty-one students, along with teachers and Sister Jaya,
visited Sanjay Park. The outing encouraged students to
appreciate rhythm, melody, and teamwork while nurturing
their musical talentsin a joyful atmosphere.

Health Club-“A Healthy Mind Lives in a Healthy Body”

Health Club students visited Bagicha and Rajpuri Falls,
where they enjoyed the refreshing beauty of nature. The
trip highlighted the importance of outdoor activity,
wellness, and mental rejuvenation.

Social Service Club — “Service to Humanity Is Service to
God”

Students of the Social Service Club visited Pandonagar along
with Principal Sister Jessy and staff members. Clothes and

— — N

biscuits were distributed to the needy, while stationery
items were donated to students of a nearby government
school, spreading smilesand compassion.

Science Club — “Exploring the Past to Understand the
Future”

The Science Club visited Amritdhara and the Gondwana
Marine Fossil Park. Students observed sculptures of ancient
creatures like Dodo and Arthropleura, explored a cactus
garden, examined 16 real shell fossils, and admired the
magical, serene waterfall—bringing science alive beyond
textbooks.

Literary Club—“Stories Live in Every Culture”

The Literary Club journeyed to Sonepur, where students
admired beautiful wall art and participated in pottery
making. They learned about paddy plantation, horticulture,
and animal husbandry at a farmhouse in Aami Ka Gaon,
gaining hands-on cultural and literary experiences.

Holy Cross Staff Picnic—Jal Vihar, Bukka

The staff of Holy Cross School went for a picnic to Jal Vihar,
Bukka on 17 January. It was a fun-filled and refreshing
programme that promoted unity and relaxation among the
staff. A wonderful boating experience was the highlight of
the outing, which everyone thoroughly enjoyed. The picnic
concluded on a joyful note, leaving behind pleasant
memories forall.

Farewell Ceremony for Class XIl Students
The school organised a memorable farewell ceremony for

the outgoing Class Xl students. The programme included a §
)
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few cultural performances that added joy to the occasion. Titles such as Miss Holy Cross, Mr. Holy Cross, and Student of the
Year were awarded to deserving students. Mementos were presented as a token of love, making the event warm, graceful,
and truly memorable.

As we conclude this year’s chronicle of growth and accomplishment, Holy Cross Convent Senior Secondary School stands
affirmed as a centre of academic excellence, moral integrity, creative expression, and compassionate service. The
achievements of the year bear witness to the harmonious efforts of diligent students, devoted educators, supportive
parents, and enlightened leadership, all united by a shared vision of holistic education. Firmly rooted in faith and values, yet
responsive to the demands of a changing world, the institution continues to shape young minds that are reflective,
responsible, and resilient. With gratitude for the journey thus far and confidence in the path ahead, the school advances
with renewed purpose, inspired by the truth that “The true measure of education lies not in how much we achieve, but in
how wisely and humanely we live.”
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12th 'A’
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Once said by Mohammad Ali, "Service to others is the rent you
pay for your room here on Earth."True service, Charity and
help without humility is a selfishness behind a veil.

On 23rd August, The Social Service Club along with our
Principal, Dr. Sr. Jessy Thekkan and the teacher in-charges,
visited Pando Nagar, a place of historical and cultural
importance. The name Pando Nagar is derived from the
Pando tribe - a significant community of the region with
deep roots in its heritage. Notably Pando Nagar is home to
what is known as the country's second Rastrapati Bhavan
located in the Surajpur district of Surguja division.

We reached Rastrapati Bhavan at 9:00 am. We were warmly
welcomed. Teacher incharge Sir Sunil narrated its history
and significance. We explored the premises which was built
in 1952, when India's first President, Dr. Rajendra Prasad
visited the place and planted an ancient Khair tree, which
still stands there today. After this enriching experience the
student distributed clothes and biscuits to the needy
villagers who had gathered there. The group then visited a
nearby government primary and middle school, where we
shared sketch pens, pencils, and biscuits with the children.
They joy and gratitude on the faces of the villagers and
students were truly heart warming.

The journey continued as the students admired the serene
natural beauty of Pilkha Lake which looked as beautiful as
expected. The rainfall further enhanced the beauty of the
place. The tall green mountains were covered with fog and

e &

blendinginto the clouds, touched our souls and filed the day
with freshness and peace. After getting drenched an the
rain, the group carrying with them a wealth of learning,
service experiences and cherished memories.

The Social Service Club expressed sincere gratitude to the
Principal and teacher in-charges for their guidance,
encouragement and presence, which made the day
meaningful and memorable.

Serve Poor, Serve God "Helping one person might not change the
whole world, but it could change the world for that one person."

Office bearers : Astha Keshri 12th 'A’ (President)
Priyanshu Kumar 12th 'A' (President)
Anshi Bari 11th 'B' (Vice President)
Aradhya Kushwaha 11th 'B' (Vice President)
Priyansh Sharma 10th 'C' (Secretary)
Aarav Mishra 10th 'B' (Joint Secretary)
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SCIENCE CLUB REPORT

On 23" August for Science Club activity we went on exciting
and educational journey to Amritdhara and Gondwana
Marine Fossil Park, where nature and history came alive
before us. We began our journey at 9 am from school with
respected teachers Mr. Anudev Basak, Ms. Jincy Sinha, Mr.
Sibte Hassan, Mr. Yogesh Gaur, Ms. Meena Agrawal, Ms.
Zigyasa Singh, Ms. Talat Uzra, Mr. Anand Sisodia, Ms. Jessy
Abraham, Ms. Kiran Sinha, Mr. Bhagaban Pradhan, Mr.
Santosh Behura and a sea of eager learners, all filled with
excitement and joy. After a pleasant drive of about two to
three hours, we reached the Gondwana Marine Fossil Park.
The entrance itself was mesmerizing, adorned with
carvings. Inside we were greeted by many granite carved
sculptures of ancient creatures like Dodo, became extinctin
1662 and the gigantic Arthropleura which was up to 9 feet
long. Truly these sculptures made us imagine how life
looked in those era. While crossing a beautiful wooden
bridge surrounded by lush greenery, we saw a poster
explaining history of Gondwana area.

To our amazement the park even
preserved several medicinal trees
and plants from Gondwana period,
such as Longis Paratus, bomboosa, . a4 :
nutans, etc. Further we explored °
specular cactus garden, a home to %
41 varieties of cactus. There, &j
Monkey Tail cactus was the center §

of attraction, the Gelar Gusini
stood widest and largest among all ¢
and Optunia looked most beautiful
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By - Hritika Mehrotra

12th 'B'
with flower crowning its head. The museum was another
highlight. Inside we saw 16 real shell fossils displayed well
and on the wall there hung many research poppers on that
area. We even learned that four of the fossils were found in
2021-2022. Then our curiosity took us to main fossil site.
There we saw many fossil imprints on the ground along the
Hasdeo river which gave us a peek into the past. Then we
carried ourself to Amritdhara waterfall. It's gushing water
and nearby green park created a breathtaking view. And the
light shower with cloudy sky made the place feel even more
magicaland serene. It'sthe @ N\ 4 3
sunset behind the hills, our §
journey cametoanend. Yet
the whisper of fossil and -“"-
sparkles of waterfall =}
remained in our heart for | 3§ =
forever. =
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By Riddhima Dutta
12th 'B'

ECO CLUB REPORT 5

"In every walk with nature one receives far
more than he seeks." = John Muir

On the refreshing morning of 23rd August, with soft rainfall
and a gentle chill in the air, our Eco Club embarked on an
unforgettable journey to explore the natural beauty of
Mayaliin Jashpur district.

We were fortunate to be accompanied by our dedicated Eco
Club teachers incharges : Mr. Rajendra Prasad Sinha, Mr.

Ashish Agrawal, Mr. Silas Ekka, Ms. Mukta Verma, Ms.
Kwalini Senapati, Ms. Ritu Soni, Ms. Sunika Sharma, Ms.
Harshdeep Kaur, Ms. Nishaba Khan, Mr. Gaurav Gupta, Mr.
Vishal Dubey, Mr. Sameer Singh, Mr. Umashankar Pandey,
Ms. Helena Binu, and Ms. Puneeta Sinha, whose warmth
support and guidance made the day even more special.

‘;.‘._

ThelJourney:

The bus ride itself was a delight as we gazed out at the lush,
ever-changing scenery. Our excitement grew with each
passing kilometer. By 12:30 pm, we arrived at Mayali, where
a majestic mountain dedicated to Madheshwar Mahadev
rose against the misty sky. The breathtaking sight left us
astonished, and we paused to capture photographs, holding
onto that moment of awe.

Our next stop was the nature camp and Park, where
enchanting bamboo groves and a serene lake cradled
between emerald mountains welcomed us. Standing amidst
such beauty, we were reminded of the importance of
cherishing and protecting these gifts of the Earth.

Lunch by the shimmering lake was followed by an engaging
session on the variety of plants and biodiversity thriving in
the region, which deepened our understanding of natural
vegetation and its significance.

ReturnJourney-

After some dip - loaded moments, we boarded the bus for
our journey back to Ambikapur. By 7:00 pm, we reached
home, carrying with us not just photographs, but stories,
knowledge, and a renewed commitment to nature.
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ART CLUB REPORT b

Date of Trip : 23rd August, 2025

Destination : Satrenga, Korba.
Participants : 302 Students.

The Arts Club organized an exciting trip to Satrenga, located in the
Korba district. This excursion provided a much-needed break for 302
eager students and combined artistic inspiration with recreational
fun. With the support of our dedicated teachers, the journey began
with enthusiasm and a sense of adventure.

The trip itself was a highlight, filled with an energetic atmosphere that
never faded. From the moment the buses left, musicand dancing filled
the air, as students turned the aisles into a nonstop celebration. Upon
arriving in Satrenga around 2:30 pm, the group was greeted by misty
hill sand expansive green fields. The shift from the urban noise to the
calm of nature was instant, revealing a "hidden paradise" for everyone
to explore.

M_.__

By Mahi Jaiswal

The day featured several memorable moments that reflected the
spirit of our school community:

A Musical Interlude : Against the beautiful backdrop of the valleys, a
student played a heartfelt guitar performance. The live music,
resonating off the hills, created a magical atmosphere and attracted
many peers who joinedin to singalong.

Spirit of Service : After arriving, the senior students took the lead in
managing the catering. They banded together to serve snacks and
meals to their juniors and teachers, making sure everyone was
refreshed before the exploration began. This act of responsibility and
care set a positive tone for the rest of the day.

. 1 As the sun began to set, the group departed at 5:15 pm, taking

photographs and lasting memaories with them. The return journey was
just as lively and students safely arriving back at school by 11 pm. This
trip was more than just an outing; it was a valuable learning
experience that taught us to appreciate nature, strengthen
friendships, and discover beauty beyond the classroom.

Club leaders :

| ™ Mabhi Jaiswal - 12th 'B' (President) Abhigyan Pandey - 11th 'C' (President)

Christi Shelby - 11th 'A" (Vice President) Yaman Kashyap - 11th 'D' (Vice President)

ol Atharva Gupta - 10th 'B' (Secretary) Rashmi Singh Gaharwar - 9th 'F' (Joint secretary)

Faculty Coordinators :
Sr. Sadhna, Mr. Ranvijay Pratap Singh, Mr. Ajit Kumar John, Mr. Antony john,
Mr. Himanshu Kumar Dixit, Mr. J. N. Pandey, Mr, Ujjwal Pratap Singh, Ms. Preeti Rajput,

. s, Sanju Soni, Ms. Anjali Mitra, Ms. Priyanka Prakash, Ms. Sangeeta Singh.
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HEALTH CLUB REPORT
12th "D"

Date - August 23, 2025
Venue - Bagicha Rajpuri Falls
Number of students -306

The trip began with great enthusiasm in the morning. The
buses departed at 9:00 a.m. in a convoy of four buses. The
excitement among the students was clearly visible as every
one sang songs, played games and enjoyed the scenic views
duringtheride.
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Aditi Singh
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During the journey, the weather turned stormy with heavy
rainfall. As a precaution, our buses halted at St. Eugene
Higher Secondary School, Boda. We were warmly welcomed
there and offered shelter. We also had our snacks during this
break. A special highlight of the stop was meeting the
Principal of the school, Fr. Arokiaraj, who interacted with us
warmly and encouraged us with inspiring and kind words.
By 2:30 p.m., we resumed our journey and soon we reached
Rajpuri Falls, a breath, taking natural site surrounded by cool
air and refreshing weather, created unforgettable
experience for everyone.
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By - Niyati Gupta
10th 'E'

MUSIC CLUB REPORT

Away from the routine hum of classrooms and the rhythm of
timetables, a different melody awaited us — one woven with songs,
laughter and raindrops. On 23rd August 2025, the Music Club of Holy
Cross Convent Sr. Sec. School embarked on a delightful excursion to
Sanjay Park, where nature itself became the stage and music became
the language of our hearts.

A group of 21 enthusiastic students, accompanied by their teacher in-
charges — Mr. Aniket Singh, Mr. Sunil Tiwari, Mr. Anay Rajgrihar, Mr.

Bhakti Tirkey, Mr. Amardeep Lakra, Ms. Rimsha Shriwastava, and Ms.
Amrita Singh—participated in this joyful activity. We were later
honoured by the gracious presence of Sister Jaya, which added
warmth and inspiration to the occasion.

The serene and lush surroundings of the park provided the perfect

An.

setting for music and togetherness. Students filled the air with
melodious songs, and the teachers happily joined in, creating
moments of beautiful harmony, as if nature itself wished to celebrate
with us. Gentle rain began to fall and peacocks danced gracefully,
blending their calls with our music. It felt like a magical gift from
creation—peaceful, wholesome and unforgettable.

This experience was not just about singing; it was a lesson in
teamwork, unity and shared joy. The trip reminded us that learning is
not confined to classrooms—sometimes nature becomes the
classroom, music becomes the teacher and joy becomes the lesson.
We returned with hearts full of gratitude, carrying values of
togetherness and harmony that will continue to inspire us. On behalf
of the Music Club, we sincerely thank our respected Principal and
teachers for organizing this enriching experience and for giving us
memories that we will cherish forever.
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LITERARY CLUB REPORT By - Mokshith Sahu @nd moving to the final stop of our trip. “Ammi ka Gaon” an

¥l 12th 'B' enchanting farmhouse adorned with lush trees and
adorable animals. There, we learnt about horticulture and
animal husbandry. We made our way back to the school
feeling blissful. It was a meaningful and enriching
experience. We sang, danced and made many beautiful
memories that we will fondly cherish.

Presidents : Samriddhi Kashyap 12th 'B’
Mokshith Sahu 12th 'B'

Vice Presidents : Ojasvee Shrivastav11th'C'
Amoghvarsh Pandey 11th 'A’

Secretary : Anugya Dubey 10th 'D'
Aastha Singh 10th 'D'

On the cloudy morning of 23" August, chasing behind soft
droplets of rain, we reached to our destination, Sonpur. "
Upon arrival, we were welcomed by Pandit Ram into his
house. As we entered we were mesmerized by his artworks
that adorned on the walls of his house. He shared stories |
behind each piece and walked us through the creative
process of making them. He shared with us that his art is his
way of trying to preserve the beautiful tribal culture which
seem to be slowly disappearing. Next stop onourtripwasto - =
learn art of pottery making. The village artists guided uS e
through the process and we were renounced with the joy on
being able to make our own earthen diyas and pots. Then we
went to the paddy field, where, surrounded by the petrichor
smell of rain, we were taught to plant paddy by the villagers. |
Working in the fields made us realize about the hard work
and care that goes into our food before it reaches us. Next
we moved to a spot in the middle of the forest, where we
were joined by Ghasiya Baja and had the pleasure of
participating in the traditional dance of Karma. The activity
lifted our spirits but also left us pleasantly exhausted. Then _,_

we had lunch before bidding farewell to the lovely villagers ? %
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P, T w HOLY CROSS ASCENT - 2026 4EEIR 0l

|




B . o *__A_.M_‘._* An. — ]

Poetry, creative writing and poster making Competitions
organized by Literary Club :-
During academic year 2025-26, Literary club organized
multiple competition to provide students with a platform to
share their creativity. These series of competition were well
received by the students and we received many enthusiastic
submissions. Its motive was to promote creativity while
spreading awareness about important causes like climate
change. All the winners were awarded certificates with eco-
friendly prizes, including notebook made from recycled
papers, pen and pencil from recycled materials.
ATrip to Book Fair :-
Interested students from classes 10" to 12" were given
opportunity to visit book fair on 2™ September, 2025. This
educational trip, organized by Literary Club, aimed to
encourage reading among students. We explored a wide
variety of books across different genres. Many students |
bought books that intrigued them.
Poetry Cafe :-
During the School's Annual Exhibition the Literary club
organized a food fair to raise money for the Single Use Plastic
Ban campaign. The event melodiously combined poetry and
delicious food, urging people to protect environment. The &8
two-day event quickly gained attention of visitors attending §is
the exhibition. Our stalls made unique efforts to reduce the
plastic usage. For example, people who returned plastic
wrappers were gifted handmade notebooks and recycled
pens. This encouraged everyone avoid littering. This event &
i was very successful and we were able to raise substantial | =8
% amount of funds, which were later used for donations and
9 single-use plastic ban campaign.
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I am the Poem of Earth, said the voice of the rain




The rose is a rcse,
¥ And was alw ays a rose.
+ Rok ert Frost |

(2. L — : -__._.---__ —_—
(¢ “"@ET) HOLY CROSS ASCENT-2026 Yppp -
.u!,-’-i' _-'_' s _‘-_":' ;?Xﬁ:‘:. —



Interviews

"It does not matter how slowly
you go as long as you do not stop."
- Confucius.
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INTERVIEW : SHRI DEEPAK KUMAR JHA (I.P.S.)

We are privileged to feature this exclusive
interaction with Shri Deepak Kumar Jha (1.P.S.),
Inspector General of Police, who kindly
consented to be interviewed by our students.

1.STUDENT : Sir, please tell usaboutyourself.
SHRI DEEPAK JHA : 1 am a 2007 batch IPS officer.
The UPSC Civil Services Examination is
conducted a year before the batch is allotted
and has three stages: Preliminary, Mains, and ¢
Interview. My examination process began in
2006, and | was allotted the 2007 batch. | have
been serving in Chhattisgarh foraround 18 years.
IPS training lasts nearly two years. It includes a common
foundation course at Mussoorie with other civil service
officers such as IAS and IRS, followed by specialized police
training atthe National Police Academy in Hyderabad.

In the initial years of service, | was posted as SDOP and DSP
in different regions. Later, | served for about 12 years as
Superintendent of Police (SP) in various districts. For the last
few years, | have been holding the charge of Inspector
General (1G). Currently, | am posted as |G Surguja. The role of
an IG involves supervising the functioning of district SPs and
the overall police force in the region. Academically, | am an
IIT graduate. | completed my schooling in Bokaro,
Jharkhand, and cleared the JEE examination in my first
attempt. | pursued Mechanical Engineering at |IT Kanpur
from 1997 to 2001. After graduation, | was placed in

(Inspector General of Police)

Hindustan Petroleum, a Public Sector
Undertaking, where | worked as a
mechanical enginee r. After 3—4 years
in the corporate sector, | decided to
prepare for the Civil Services, and in
2006 | successfully cleared the
examination. Since then, | have been
serving as a police officer. Regarding
my family, my wife is an advocate
practicing at the High Court in
Bilaspur. | have a child whois in Class 5.
My father previously worked at the Steel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) in the Bokaro Steel Plant. | have three sisters—
one works in Bangalore, another lives in Delhi, and the third
isadoctor.

2.STUDENT : Howdoyou like to spend your free time?

SIR : 1 have always been a rather studious person, so initially |
did not engage much in outdoor activities. However, over
the years | have developed a few hobbies. | am very fond of
music and enjoy singing occasionally. | also like interacting
with people, especially students like you. These are the ways
| usually spend my free time.

3.STUDENT : Do you also play any instruments?

SIR : At the moment, | am learning to play a musical
instrument. | have tried learning a couple of instruments
earlier as well, but | am still in the process and would not say
that| have mastered any yet.
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4.STUDENT : What inspired you to become an IPS Officer?
SIR : | studied in a good school, DPS Bokaro, much like your
school, Holy Cross. Being in a positive academic
environment naturally motivates students to work hard and
aim higher. During those days, the financial condition of
most families was not very strong, and coming from a region
near Bihar and Jharkhand, opportunities were limited
unless one excelled academically. This created a strong
motivation in me to study well and achieve something
significantin life.

My first goal was to get into an IIT, as it opens doors to
excellent career opportunities and builds immense
confidence. After graduating from IIT Kanpur, | began
working in Mumbai. While the job was stable, it felt
somewhat monotonous. | wanted a career where | could
directly contribute to society and make a meaningful
differencein people's lives.

The idea of joining the Civil Services, especially the Indian
Police Service, appealed to me because it offered both
responsibility and the opportunity to help people solve real-
life problems. The satisfaction of serving society and being
able to bring change became my primary inspiration to
pursuethe IPS.

5. STUDENT : Student: What role do you think today's youth
can play inreducing crime?

SIR : Today, one of the major areas where youth can
contribute is cyber awareness. Many people fall victim to
online fraud due to lack of awareness about digital safety
and legal procedures. Often, only a small number of victims

)
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report such incidents to the police, which makes it harder to
track criminals. Young people, being more familiar with
technology, can educate their families and communities
about avoiding suspicious links, fake calls, and fraudulent
messages asking for money.

Another crucial area is road safety and traffic discipline. A
large number of accidents occur because people ighore
basic traffic rules such as wearing helmets, avoiding
underage driving, and not overspeeding. Youth can set an
example by following these rules themselves and
encouraging their friends and relatives to do the same.

If young citizens remain alert, spread awareness, and act
responsibly both online and on the roads, they can play a
significant role in reducing crime and saving livesin society.
6. STUDENT : Seeing the nature of your job, you have to deal
with a lot of negativity. How do you manage to stay positive?
SIR : That is true. Much of our work involves dealing with
difficult situations and individuals who may be involved in
crime, often due to financial struggles, poor influences, or
wrong decisions. In addition, the police as an institution
frequently faces criticism from society, whether for actions
taken or even for actions not taken. At times, officers are also
pressured to make decisions that may not be legally or
ethically correct, which adds to the challenge.

In such circumstances, the most important quality for a
police officer is patience. | always try to remain calm and
patient while handling situations and people. It is also
important to communicate openly with the public and help ¢;
them understand the challenges faced by the police. When 9{;
people begin to see things from the perspective of law * N
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enforcement as well, negativity gradually reduces. Patience
and clear communication are what help me stay positive in
this profession.

7. STUDENT : What challenges do you face in maintaining
law and orderin Surguja?

SIR : Thankfully, Surguja and Chhattisgarh in general are
relatively peaceful regions, and maintaining law and order is
not as difficult as in some other places. However, certain
challenges do arise from time to time. One common issue is
social media disputes, where online posts or comments may
hurt the sentiments of different communities and create
tension.

Another challenge emerges during developmental projects
such as mining activities, where local concerns and public
sentiments need to be addressed carefully before
implementation. Additionally, road accidents sometimes
lead to public anger and unrest, especially when families
suffer losses and demand accountability from authorities.
Despite these challenges, our focus is always on handling
situations calmly and peacefully, ensuring dialogue and
cooperation with the community to maintain harmony in
the region.

8. STUDENT : What are your plans for managing heavy
traffic, asit has become a major problem in the city?

SIR : Traffic congestion is indeed a growing concern. Every
year, the number of vehicles on the road increases as
people's economic conditions improve and vehicle
ownership becomes more common. However, thisrise is not
always matched with adequate awareness of traffic rules,
which leads to unsafe driving practices.

One important step is encouraging proper driver education
and training, so that people understand road discipline
before they begin driving. On our part, we are planning to
increase traffic manpower as more trained personnel join
the force in the coming months. Along with this, stricter
enforcement of traffic regulations — such as penalties for
red-light violations, mobile phone usage while driving, and
drunk driving — is necessary to ensure safer roads for
everyone.

9. STUDENT : How is your department adapting to
cybercrimes and Al misuse?

SIR : The misuse of Artificial Intelligence (Al), especially
through technologies like deepfakes and voice cloning, has
become a significant challenge. Deepfakes can closely
imitate a person's face, voice, and actions, making it difficult
for people to distinguish between real and fake content.
Fraudsters can even mimic the voice of relatives or friends
over phone calls, which often leads individuals into financial
scams. To address this, the most important step is public
awareness and alertness. People must verify unknown calls,
suspicious messages, and unusual requests for money
before responding. Alongside awareness, law enforcement
agencies are also focusing on taking strict legal action
against those who misuse Al for fraud and exploitation.
Insimple terms, our strategy is twofold — educate the public
and enforce the law firmly against offenders.

10. STUDENT : What is the police department doing to
ensure the safety of women and children, especially at
night?

SIR : After the Nirbhaya incident in Delhi, there has been a*

|
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strong national focus on crimes against women and
children. Several new legal provisions have been
introduced, including reforms under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS). These laws ensure more sensitive
procedures, such as recording statements through video,
allowing women to give statements from their homes if
needed, and ensuring that a female police officer handles
such cases whenever possible.

In addition, emergency helpline services like Dial 112 are
available. In urban areas, police response teams aim to
reach within minutes of receiving a distress call, while rural
areas are also closely monitored. We also conduct
awareness programs so that girls and women understand
their rights and legal protections, which helps them avoid
being misled or exploited.

Another important measure is increased night patrolling,
particularly in residential areas and workplaces where
women may be active late at night. These combined efforts
are focused on creating a safer and more secure
environment forwomen and children.

11. STUDENT : What advice would you give to students who
want to join the civil services?

SIR : The first and most important step is to understand the
career you wish to pursue. Speak to people already in that
field and learn about the nature of the work, because it is
something you will be doing for many years. Choose a
profession because you genuinely like it, not because of

i{O external pressure or comparison with others.
) Students in Classes 11 and 12 should begin thinking
* seriously about their goals and the various career options

7 £

available today. If one decides to pursue the Civil Services,
the basic requirement is graduation in any stream. It is also
helpful to study previous years' question papers to
understand the examination pattern and syllabus.
Above all, success requires discipline, consistency, and hard
work. One must manage time wisely— balancing studies,
recreation, and rest — while staying focused on the goal.
Short breaks are fine, but regular effort is essential. Most
importantly, students should remain self-motivated,
because true determination comes from within. With clarity
of purpose and continuous effort, any goal can be achieved.
STUDENTS : Thank you for giving us your time. We feel very
motivated after talking to you!
In conversation :
Samriddhi Kashyap 12th 'B', Madumita Sharma 12th 'B’,
Sakshi Roy Chatterjee 12th 'B', Bharti Tiwari 12th 'C',
Mokshith Sahu 12th 'B', Ravi Nandan Mishra 12th 'C’,
Ojaswee Shrivastava 11th 'C', Amoghvarsh Pandey 11th A’
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INTERVIEW . SHRI T.S. SINGH DEo

(Ex DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER OF CHHATTISGARH) _

With great pleasure, we present this conversation with Shri
T. S. Singh Deo, former Deputy Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh. Who graciously agreed to be interviewed by
our students.

1. STUDENT : Sir, please tell us about your school life and
your education.

Shri T. S. SINGH DEO : My father worked in government
service, which meant we often moved from place to place
depending on his postings. | started school in Jabalpur, but
after six months, | joined Bishop Cotton School in Shimla, a
boarding school, when | was eight years old. | continued in
boarding school until graduation.

Being from Himachal, Shimla was comfortable for me, as |
had family there who acted as my local guardians. For a
short period, | also attended St. Joseph's Convent due to
winter closures at Bishop Cotton. From Class 2 to Class 5, |
was at Bishop Cotton, and in Class 6, | moved to Sindhya
School in Gwalior, another boarding school, where |
completed my schoolingin 1968—69.

After that, | attended Hindu College, Delhi, where | studied
History, despite having been a science student in school. |
then completed my post-graduation from Hamidia
University, Bhopal. Since then, life has continued to teach
me valuable lessons every day.

2.STUDENT : What do you enjoy doing in your free time?
SIR : | am fond of reading, and these days | mostly enjoy light
philosophy.

3. STUDENT : If you weren't a
politician, what profession
would you have chosen?

SIR : | enjoy sharing my
experiences, so the profession
closest to that would be
teaching. Perhaps not as a
regular teacher, but more like a
principal or mentor, someone
who can pass on the knowledge and insights | have gained. |
like being able to communicate and help others learn from
what I've picked up over the years.

4. STUDENT : What was your favorite subject growing up?
SIR : | was not a career-focused student; | always wanted to
explore my own path. In school, | studied science and was
particularly fond of mathematics. | have always been
comfortable with figures. While the world can be uncertain,
math offers clarity— one plus one is always two— which has
always given me a sense of comfort and order.

5. STUDENT : Can you share your experience of being
Deputy Chief Minister and Health Minister?

SIR : The role of a Deputy Chief Minister is largely formal, as
files and decisions primarily go through the Chief Minister.
However, my focus was on contributing meaningfully
through my responsibilities inthe Health Department.

As Health Minister, my main goal was universal hea!thcare
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— ensuring that quality medical care is accessible to
everyone, without out-of-pocket expenses. This means that
from minor ailments to complex procedures like heart or
liver transplants, the government should cover the cost,
using public funds. My focus was on making medicines and
equipment available in government hospitals, ensuring fair
procurement processes, and minimizing corruption
wherever possible.

Another initiative was to establish at least one medical
college in every Lok Sabha constituency, providing better
infrastructure and trained staff for the future. While there is still
more work to be done, these efforts reflect my aim to improve
the system and make healthcare more equitable for all.

6. STUDENT : According to you, what's lacking in today's
education system and how canitbe improved?

SIR : One major challenge is quality. We need to ensure that
education is as effective and inclusive as possible. A key step
is teacher training, so educators are better equipped to
impart knowledge to a large number of students. For me,
the goal of education is twofold: first, to develop better
individuals, and second, to provide them with meaningful
opportunitiesto succeedin life.

7. STUDENT : Which of your contributions towards the
development of Chhattisgarh do you think has made
significantchanges?

through my responsibilities in the Health Department.
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As Health Minister, my main goal was universal healthcare
— ensuring that quality medical care is accessible to
everyone, without out-of-pocket expenses. This means that
from minor ailments to complex procedures like heart or
liver transplants, the government should cover the cost,
using public funds. My focus was on making medicines and
equipment available in government hospitals, ensuring fair
procurement processes, and minimizing corruption
wherever possible.

Another initiative was to establish at least one medical
college in every Lok Sabha constituency, providing better
infrastructure and trained staff for the future. While there is still
more work to be done, these efforts reflect my aim to improve
the systemand make healthcare more equitable forall.

6. STUDENT : According to you, what's lacking in today's
education system and how canitbeimproved?

SIR : One major challenge is quality. We need to ensure that
education is as effective and inclusive as possible. A key step
is teacher training, so educators are better equipped to
impart knowledge to a large number of students. For me,
the goal of education is twofold: first, to develop better
individuals, and second, to provide them with meaningful
opportunities tosucceed in life.

7. STUDENT : Which of your contributions towards the
development of Chhattisgarh do you think has made
significantchanges?

SIR : Two things have guided my work: quality and integrity. |
have always insisted on maintaining high standards and
ensuring that poor-quality work is not overlooked. At the
same time, | have focused on reducing corruption wherever

possible. While it may not be possible to eliminate it entirely,
these principles have shaped my efforts and brought
meaningful improvements in the projects | have
undertaken.

8. STUDENT : You seem to have an interest in travelling. Can
you tellus about it?

SIR : | enjoy travelling because it allows me to see and
experience new things. Travel helps broaden the mind and
keeps it open to different perspectives. | try to remain aware
of my own ideas while also learning from others. The more |
explore and the more | read, the more | realize how much
there is to know. Travelling and learning constantly help me
stay open-minded and grow.

9. STUDENT : Who is responsible for the current state of
roads and theincrease in dust and pollution?

SIR : The responsibility primarily lies with the government
machinery. While public representatives are accountable to
some extent, their role is mostly to approve and allocate
funds. The actual implementation, maintenance, and
management of roads and environmental standards rest
with government officials and staff, who often escape public
scrutiny because they are notin the spotlight.

STUDENTS : Thank you, Sir, for giving us your precious time.
We really appreciate it!

In conversation :

Samriddhi Kashyap 12th 'B', Anvesha Sinha 12th 'B',
Princy Keshri 12th 'B', Ojaswi Kundu 12th 'B',

Mokshith Sahu 12th 'B', Ravi Nandan Mishra 12th 'C’,
Ashish Jaiswal 12th 'B',

Aprajita Sen Gupta 11th 'B', Amoghvarsh Pandey 11th 'A'
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ALONE B~

| have been through a day,
A day when | was alone,
A day when | was quiet,
A day when | cried.
A day when | wanted someone,
But got Toto — my tortoise,
| looked at him to understand his side
He's all alone,
Yet never complains,
Just swims, sleeps and stays
| can see the pain in his eyes.
| can feel his pain of being alone — similar to mine,
But the only difference is this;
His silence speaks louder than mine,
I'm alone just for a day,
But he's alone in every way.

B Ananya Dubey

~ Old and New Memories

5th'D It may be from a long time ago or may be formed a long time
Hold fast to dreams from now.
For if dreams die, Old ones may be pleasant or may not be; it only depends on
Life is a broken-winged bird how you choose to remember them.
That cannot fly. Some you remember while some you do not. While new
ones are on their way to being formed, live a life that you
Hold fast to dreams, would like to live twice.

For when dreams go,
Life is a barren field Snigdha Shrivastava 9

Frozen with snow. 12th 'B'
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GROWING UP! Shambhav Singhl

-4 10th ‘A’
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After being a clumsy child,

There comes a time so wild!
Between childhood and being grown, they say,
A phase called teenage comes our way!
Teenage years, a bunch of fears!

A moment of joy, the next of tears!
Caught between silence and screams
A million questions, a billion dreams!
Trying hard to find our way,
Thoughts and emotions come into play!
But all | want is time to breathe,

To find some peace and just believe!
Each step now is like a beam,

That will help us chase our dream!
So, stumble, fall, and rise again,

To shape yourself for the future game!

BEING A STAR g Shrija Sarkar
W 4th'A’
Stars shine bright in the midnight sky;,
Diamonds in the universe, twinkling high.
Their light guides sailors through the night, _ _
A beacon of hope, a gentle light. : gl
Stars sparkle for all to see,
i A celestial wonder, wild and free.
% Their beauty is a gift to share,

'} A treasure to behold, beyond compare. = N
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Trisha Bharti o How are you so perfect?
8th 'G' M‘ss Sﬂe So correct are you in your act
Miss she, you deserve honor and respect.
Miss she,
Tell us what do you think?
Are we humming birds or bees?
Dear she, please tell -
Are our works good or not?
If there is something we should correct, then we shall.
to wrong things you are the amendment.
Miss she, you are different -
The revolver of the present.
Wow is your courage,
Much patience than a sage
Miss she, you are for the world, you are for change.
| bow to you with gratitude
For your work, | salute.
1 Miss she, youlare most valued :
wni N
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Suddenly everything starts to change.
You notice your body changing;
You can feel strange, uncomfortable, and excited.

7th 'D'

New emotions start to grow,

Just like blooming flowers.

Most of the time, you find it good,
Loving the voice of nature,

And you feel the need to roam.

Most of the time, people tell you

You are not a kid anymore.

The eagerness to explore the world

Burns like a coal furnace.

Desires, wants, and needs overshadow the mind.

Sometimes it is hard to understand your emotions
You meet all sort of people of different races -
The ugly, the good, the bad.

Growing up is not easy, and in the end,

we look back and smile at the exited times.

uﬂﬂxx"u
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Aaliya Siddiqui

ADOLESGENGE

A FUN EXCITING JOURNEY

> =3 Jagriti Sahu

Adolescence is one of the most exciting phases of life. It is a time
when we step out of childhood and move towards adulthood,
filled with curiosity, dreams, and new responsibilities. Though it
comes with its share of challenges, the teenage years are often
remembered as the most fun and vibrant period of life.

During adolescence, everything feels new- new friendships, new
emotions, and new goals. It is a time of discovery, where we start
to understand who we are and what we want to become. School
days are full of laughter, adventure and learning- not just for
books, but also from experiences and mistakes.

This period is marked by energy and enthusiasm. Adolescents love
to explore the world, try new things and express themselves
through music, fashion, sports, creativity, and more. Hanging out
with friends, sharing secrets, and making memories all add to the
joy of growing up.

Of course, adolescence is not without its ups and downs. There
may be confusion, pressure or disagreements with parents, but
these moments help shape our personality and make us stronger.
Every challenge becomes a lesson that guides us toward maturity.
It is a beautiful, fun journey towards independence. It is a time to
dream big, enjoy little moments, and build the foundation for the
future.

“Growing upisa colorful adventure, and
adolescenceisthe br:ghtest chapter
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All That Glitters Is Not Gold Aaady Gt

“All that glitters is not gold” is an old proverb which means something that looks attractive or impressive on surface may not
have real value underneath. In life, we are often tempted by glamour, wealth and popularity by assuming that they bring
happiness, but these external attractions often hide challenges and flaws. Just as a shiny stone may not be gem, not every
opportunity or possession is genuinely worth and making informed decisions.

At present, this proverb is more relevant than ever. Social media, advertisements and trends can mislead into valuing
appearances over protect. People are easily deceived by outwards beauty, fame or luxury, forgetting that inner qualities like
honesty, kindness and gratitude are far more precious. Therefore, this saying teaches us to looks beyond appearances and
value truth, character and sincerity over outwards show. Real beauty comes from within, not from a sparkle that merely
catches the eye.

The Moonlight Catcher

Prisha Agra_éll
5th ‘D' _

Beneath the waves, where silence sing,
A lone figure drifts on shimmering ring.
Glowing orbs, like stolen moons,
Float and dance in gentle swoons.
The sea, a world of light and hue,
Where coral cities rise anew.
Bioluminescent trails that gleam
Guide the strange through the dream.
With careful hands, he plucks the light,
Capturing wonders in the night.
Each orb holds a secret, bright and rare,
Whispers of the sea's secret lair.

A voyage sought, both brave and true,
Where Moonlight magic finds it due.
,_'1‘/*,. mv »




1960s.
Key Threats and Survival Status:

® Legal Redefinition: In late 2025, the Supreme Court«{of

India accepted a new definition of the Aravallis, focusmg
on landforms that rise 100 meters or more above Iocal
relief.

® Massive Loss of Protection: Experts and activists warn
that this new criterion could leave nearly 90% of the
Aravalli range unprotected, making it vulnerable to
mining and construction.

® Ecological Impact: The degradation of the range threatens
to accelerate the spread of the Thar Desert, increase air
pollution, reduce groundwater levels (which are already
low), and destroy local biodiversity.

A strong citizen-led movement, "Aravalli Bachao Citizens

Movement," has emerged to combat the destruction,

demanding the entire range be declared a protected

biospherereserve.

Conclusion : While the Aravalli mountains have survived

billions of years of geological change, they are currentiy

fighting for their existence against modern development,
' with their long-term survival in doubt due to the potential
Ioss of legal protections.

AGONY OF ARAVALLI

%, Astha Singh
v | 10th'D’

Part of
a Story

Snigdha Shrivastava

When | read the stories, . 12th 'B'

It holds meinit.

| see different characters and keys,

Unlock a part of world

Thatlcanonlysee.

Every bit of it tells something
That everyone understands differently.

While I write the story

Its pages hold me and my memories.

It may be true or just drops from my sea of imaginations.
However, when | complete a story
Thereisalsoanew me
Who now sees the world
A little differently.

’\ ———




Shristi Keshri
i X 7th'C

_¥ “Life is a circle...
F' The end of one jourféy
is the beginning 4

of next...”

Life is a beautiful journey that moves in a circle —from beginning to ending, and from

Gm ending to new beginning. Just as the sun rises and sets each day, life too flows
UNDER SIEGE through different phases, each one teaches something valuable

In childhood, we learn through curiosity and wonder. In student life, we explore

Here on the slopes of hills, focing the dusk knowledge, build friendship, face difficulties, challenges and discover who we are.

ond the cannon of time Every success fills us with joy and every failure gives us strength. These experiences

Close 4‘, the gardens of broken shodows, ~ Shapeourcharacterand prepare us for the next chapter.
As we move ahead, we realise that life is not just about reaching a destination —it's

We do what prisoners do, : . . .
! B SE oblessid about growing through every moment, cherishing the highs and learning from the
_nn- yHOtEhe fohiess o8- i lows. Like the changing season, life keeps moving, reminding us that every end
i'ﬁ!’ﬁ‘-‘m"ﬂte hope. @ carries a promise of a new beginning.

.- The circle of life teaches us gratitude — for every lessons, every smile, every chance

Anugya Dubey : : s ;

e to grow. It whispers a simple truth: live fully, love deeply and keep walking forward
10th 'D -

with hope.

“WHAT SEEMS LIKE THEEND
ISOFTEN THE START OF SOMETHING NEW...”
So, let's embrace each day with positivity and courage, knowing that every moment
—bigorsmall-isa part of our beautlful cm:le of life.
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Cyber Safety &

a must for students Z[f}

In today's digital world, the internet has become an essential part of our daily
lives. From online classes and projects to chatting with friends and exploring
new ideas, students spend a large part of their time on the web. Cyber safety
means protecting ourselves from online dangers like cyber bulling, identity
theft, scams, and exposure to harmful content.

Why is it important for students? Students are among the most active
internet users and can easily fall prey to online threats. Addictions to games
or social media can affect studies and relationships. Here, are some smart
tips for cyber safety - Students should protect their personal information.
Never share password, home addresses or phone number. Never click on
suspicious links, emails or downloads. Balance studies, hobbies and online
activities.

In conclusion, the internet is like a double-edged sword, it can be our best
teacher or a dangerous trap. The choice is in our hands. After all, being safe
online means being smart:for life.

g’ Devika Nair
= TE

Close your eyesand let
Yourimagination fly away.

See a picture of where

You wish to be one day.

Let the colourof your

Heart take command

To paint the picture of your dream
And place itinyour hand.

Hold on tightly and nurture it,
Butallowitroomto grow,

When you reach your dream,
Openyour hand and letit go.
Close your eyes and search for another,
Caringfor it as before.

Never stop searching, achieving
And letting go.

Forthat's whatidreams are for.
‘:-.‘I J’ 4




De fL Ravi Nandan Mishra
RS B

We thought thatthe devils have horns
sodidl,

But we were wrong

Their hairs are combed,

And they wear suits and ties.
They are niceand polite
They catch us by surprise
Theirsmileis so bright

We never bataneye

When the world was inruins
They came to us and said
You know the devils,

They will come tonight

And say,

Let us be the incharge. . :
When we sleep at night - . foe.

They go on leading the road

Carryyinga big red buttonand code A PhOtO taken ln Gaza’ A Glrl

o raising her hands mistaking
the Camera Lens for a Gun [

But when they called them

DEVILS IN DISGUISE

We laughed and even met their demise. Q
)
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Two beautiful eyes, to see the beautiful world...
Tolove all the colors, to love the nature...!!

The one who cannot see,

They don't know how the stars shine.

They cannot enjoy the moonlight...!!
Northeycan see any life.

You see things, you laugh onthem!!

You are ready to end up your life.

But cannot donate eyes.

Your two eyes can give people the magic of vision.
At least they can see the world is beautiful!!
Donate your eyes and let the world be seen even after your death!!

‘ I'M GLAD TO BE ME

I lookinthe mirror-
what do | see?

I see me,

No else can be.

I'm precious.

I'm glad to be me.
My hair, my face,

my personality,

My size, my shape,
The color of my skin -

% Allmakeupme, M Adil Raza : g L ;
9 outside andin. A 504G 53 A . _ .

Teshvi Yadav
5th 'D’
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Paridhi Agrawal
2nd 'G'
annds at School

Friends at school can play and share.
Friends atschool are kind and fair.
Friends at school will talk to you.
When you're feeling sad and blue.
Friends atschool are bigand small.
Friends atschool are best of all.

From Passion to Profession : Arohi Agrawal
Turning Hobbies into careers T2th D

In today's dynamic world, youth is embracing the courage to follow their true interest and ambitions. They are confidently
transforming their passions into profession, demonstrating that genuine success is achieved through dedication to what we
truly love. Fields such as photography, music, dance, gaming, or content creation hobbies that were once see as pas times
are now becoming full time careers. With creativity, confidence, and digital platforms to showcase their talents, young
people are redefining what it means to work. They no longer believe in the “9-5" routine but in doing something that excites ~.
them every day. Turning passion into profession not only brings happiness but also adds meaning to life. After all, when you 9
love what you do, work never feels like a burden —it becomes a dream come true. g

T ———— =— - byov-
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When you don't know, whom to say, How to say, what to say -
May be its because everyone first wants to go away. When
you are lonely but you can't comblain Maybe it's because
everyone just wants to blame. When all day you can't smile,
Maybe it's because people's comments fly. When you don't
know what's happening with you, Maybe it's because your
your own mental state has left you.

How Technology is Changing Education

Sakshi Upadhayay
H 11th 'B

Education is no longer limited to blackboards and chalks. Today, technology has transformed the way students learn and
teachers teach. From smart classrooms to online learning platforms, the world of education is evolving faster than even.
With the help of technology, students can now access information from any where and at any time. Online classes
educational apps, and digital libraries have made learning easier and more interactive. Concepts that once Seemed difficult
can now be understood through animations and virtual experiments Technology has truly turned classrooms into exciting
learning spaces.

Teachers also use digital tools to make lessons more interesting and personalized. Even during times like the pandemic,
technology kept education alive through virtual classes and e learning platforms. It proved that learning never stops it just
changesits form.

However, technology should be used wisely. It should support learning, not replace real understanding and human

9 connection. When used properly, it can make education more creative, equal and accessible for all.

¢ _ )
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If gravity had beelings,

Would it be poud of every swing of planets
Aroundtheirstarking -

Acosmicdance, a weddingring?

If gravity had feelings,

would it hold us tighter when we are about to fall,
Orloosenits grip when we want to fly?

Would it weep each time a balloon slips
Fromachild's hand,

watchingitrise

Like somethingit can never become?

Maybe its love

Not loud, notseen -

Justalways there;ii
pulling ushome.

Arbiya Firdosi
10th 'B'
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Junkfood, junk food, looks so sweet,
Burgers, chipsand coldice treats!

Junk Food, Not Good
Hamyaa Zahee

Tasty, crunchy, full of fun,

Butoh! They're bad for everyone.

Too much pizza, cakes and fries,
Make us weak-oh, whatasurprise!
Tummy hurts and teeth go bad,
Makes both Mom and doctor sad!
Fruits and veggies, milk so white,
Make us strong with all their might!
So eatthem daily, fresh and good,
Healthy eating changes your mood!
Bye-bye junk food, runaway!
Hello health - hip hip hooray!
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Jane Goodall : The Women Who Gave Chimpanzees a Voice

Samriddhi Ojha
i 11th 'B'

Jane Goodall a world - renowned primatologist,
anthropologist, ethologist and conservationist, was
born on April 3, 1934, in London, England she loved
animals from a very young age and dreamed of living
with wildlife in Africa. In 1960, at the age of 26, she
began her landmark, decades — long study of wild
chimpanzees in Gombe Stream National Park in
Tanzania. She was encouraged and supported in her
early work by the famous palaeontologist Louis

7/ ~_leakey. Jane spent many years patiently observing

Z ., 'f'f_‘?' limpanzees in their natural habitat.

/. p
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Moonlight whispers secret bright,
A midnight sky, a gentle sight.
Stars danceslow, a twinkling show,
Night's soft hue, a peaceful glow.

Dreams unfoldin quiet night,

The world asleep in gentle light.
i Indarknessshines a peaceful place
'y Wheremoonbeams touch the heart's space.
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Divya Patwa
§ 10th 'F'

Long ago, there lived a boy named Icarus, the son of
Daedalus, a great inventor imprisoned in a tower. Longing
for freedom, Daedalus built wings out of feathers and wax-
gifts of hope shaped by human hands.

Before they took flight, Daedalus warned his son,

“Fly not too high, for the sun will melt your wings- and not

too low, for the sea will drown you. Stay in the middle, my s l g’ I
son”. But when Icarus soared in the sky, he felt the wind kiss tht e i llltt e
his face and the warmth of the sun on his skin. The world hands E feet

below looked so small-and for the first time, he felt infinite.

He forgot his father's warning. Little I_-Iands, little feet, E Anaya Agrawal

He wanted to touch the sun. Learning every step to meet. UKG 'E'

The wax began to melt. In school, we grow and play,

Feathers drifted like tears through the sky. And Icarus fell— Making friends along the way.

not in failure, but in freedom for in that single moment of

flight he had tasted the beauty of dreams to bright to hold. We draw and paint, we singand dance,

They say the sea still whispers his name- not in sorrow, but in Our laughter echoes a joyful chance.

remembrance of a boy who dared to reach beyond what was With every step, with every stride,

safe. We're growing up, side by side.

“Sometimes, even a fall can be beautiful- if it was for a dream

thattouched the sky”. Our teachers, guide us with gentle hand,
Helping us learn, and understand. %
We're little stars, shinning bright, %

Twinkling with joy, in the morninglight.

e & ; “é HOLY CROSS ASCENT - 2026 4k} %
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Marginalisations a word that feels foreign to most of us. It refers to making a group feel isolated and unimportant. People
may be marginalised because they belong to certain caste or religion different from the majority community, speak a
different language or follow different customs. People can also be marginalised because they are poor or considered to be of
low status.

According to census 2011, the minorities form 19.3% of India's population. In spite of the laws and acts of the Indian
government, these minorities still face a lot of discrimination on a daily basis, simply because they are different. Minoritiesin
India such as Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Parsis, and Jains are considered minorities because their access to
education and other resources is still limited. They are under — represented in the civil services, the military and higher
educationinstitutions.

Even when laws have passed, people continue to be marginalised on these basis. This can stop only when we take steps to
protect them. We should stop judging people, because inthe end we are all humans.

Nakul Garg
4th "A"

One Sunday, | decided to stay away from all gadgets—no TV,
no mobile, and no video games. At first, | felt bored and
didn't know what to do. Then | went outside to play cricket,
read a storybook, and helped my mother in the kitchen. |
enjoyed talking and laughing with my family instead of
staring at screens. The day felt peaceful and full of joy.
realized that gadgets are useful, but real happiness comes
from spending time with people, playing outdoors, and
enjoying nature. It was truly a refreshing and colourful day!
. Student.

m»%




The most detailed view of a

: 7i human cell o date.

P "’i":?"%”-"# W" -'F""‘ S & Anjali Tiwari
S L Poems are made by.fools Inke me, 10th 'F'

s But only God can make a tree.
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é) story of courage and kindness.

Vandita Kesharwani
11th 'B'

The Book Thiefis a beautiful and emotional movie set during
World War II. The Film is based on the cruelty of the Nazis
and Hitler towards Jewish people. The story is about a girl
named Liesel. In the movie, Liesel goes to live with Hans and
Rosa Huberman, who become her parents after she lost her
real family. Liesel cannot read at first , but with the help of
Hans, she learns to read and fell in love with books. She now
begins to borrow books from others, due to which she is
called "THE BOOK THIEF". She also becomes a close friend of
a boy named Rudy who lives in her neighbourhood, and they
share a very strong bond. One day, her family hides a Jew,
named Max in their basement to protect him from Nazis.
Liesel and Max became good friends, and she loves to read
books aloud him. This shows her kindness and compassion.

The film is emotional, but is also shows the power of love,
friendship, kindness and words. It teaches us that even in
the darkest times of life, hope can still be found to keep us
motivated. Overall it is a truly heartwarming and emotional

GX QT oLy CRoss ASCENT - 2026 )33

PRQTECT OUR
€nvironmenl
Our environment is our life source, but it is under, threat
from pollution, deforestation and careless of human
activities. Protecting it is not just a responsibility- it is a
necessity. Simple action like planting trees, reducing plastic
use, saving water and conserving energy can make a big
difference. Everyone can contribute: students, teachers and
communities. If we take care of our environment today, we

ensure a healthier, cleaner, and safer planet for future
generations. Let's act now- because there is no planet B!

8 Prashansha Jaiswal
W 6th'E'
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Janhvi Soni

My Dear Friend! 11th 'B'

When | was 14, | met a really kind person in my life. At first when |
met her, | felt her a bit rude but when we shared memories and got
to know each other, | repaired that | was wrong to judge such a
loving person.

My friend 'Vidhi' just as her name, is beautiful, kind and innovative. |
was really not interested in Social Science but her love towards this
subject made me to fall for it. | learned each topic from her, and to
my surprise | also started developing my interest in this subject.
Though | don'treally love Studying, | don't hate it either.

Now, she moved to another city for her further studies and | really
miss her. The moments we spend together from the school trip to
'our core meetings' were really great.

| hope we meet again soon and recreate those memories. When she
was about to leave, | still remember the last call we had, sharing our
emotionsand | even wished her the best of luck for her new journey
in a new city with new people. We even talked about, now we used
to sit in the classroom laughing and talking endlessly until one or
the other teacher pointed at us and separated us. From being
separated from a single bench, now we are separated by cities. | just

wish we meet again soon!!
¥ &
School days passinagentleshade. Apant Vaibhav Pandey

Petals fall, moments fade,
Memories bloom, heartsentwine, gih 'G'
Time's petals have a lasting shine.
Laughter echoes, tearsdry,
Lessons learned, moments fly.
In halls of growth, we find our way,
And memories stay, every single time.

HOLY CROSS ASCENT - 2026 14




MEMORIES BEFORE GOODBYE ;‘;:;?;.Pandev

The last few months of school feels like a beautiful movie reaching its final scenes. Everyday suddenly becomes special- the
last assembly, the last group photo, the last class. We begin to notice how much we'll miss the things we once took so
granted the corridors, the endless classroom jokes.

Between farewell preparations and exam stress, emotions run high. Laughter mixes with tears as we realize this chapter of
life is almost over. These are the days when friendship feels stronger and every memory feels golden.

Soon, we will step into a new world, but a part of us will always stay back here- sitting in class, sharing tiffin and dreaming of
future.

“THE LAST BELL MAY RING BUT MEMORIES OF SCHOOL WILLECHO FOREVER”

l Shristi Gupta
Y 11th 'D’

Education is the runway from which our dreams take flight.
Just as a pilot steers the aircraft with skill and courage and a
cabin crew insures safety with discipline and care. Students
too must balance knowledge with values to rise above
challenges.
True courage lies not only in chasing success, but in daring to
keep learning when obstacles arise. Like aviation, where
teamwork and dedication ensures every safe journey, our
education prepares us for careers built on strength, service
i and vision. With courage s our wings and learning as our
:,% fuel, we are not bound by the ground — we are destined to
) soar beyond limits

GX@T) oLy CRoSS ASCENT - 2026 )33




PEARLY WHITE SNOW

It all started three years ago when a pretty white, pearly bird
landed on our porch. She was a young pretty small
Australian breed bird “budgie” also called a “budgierigar”.
She had lilac cheeks feathered, and straight glossy beak,
white soft feathers, a hint of sky - blue on her back and pretty
black eyes with no rings her gentle soothing chrip, made her
seem like an angel. She looked lonely probably a lost baby
bird but when | reached my hand towards her she jumped
and rested on to my palm, she seemed comfortable with
human touch. She looked scared but wanted comfort. She
seemed to have lost her previous owner. My family I, my
father, my mother and brother brought her home. She flew
around the house and we were a little scared since we were
just kids. Later my father brought a pretty comfortable cage,
food for her and also a partner for her whom we named
Nemo, just that she didn't feels alone. Soon the birds
became a couple and laid eggs and which hatched into tiny,
adorable baby birds.

Both Nemo and Snow took care of the baby birds and they
grew up becoming little cute birds. It was so beautiful to
watch such little birds taking care of their babies as they
grew.

They gifted us with four baby birds who later grew and
become pretty adult budgies, in colour like blue, purple,
yellow and aqua. This cycle continued and eventually, we
had a total of 15 birds Every two month all starting from jus 2
birds.

My father brought them a big cage, toys like balls, stars,
bridge swings etc for their house. It was all great until my
bird Nemo, partner of my pretty Snow died, she got too
depressed, she wouldn't eat or drink. She just sat in the
corner of the cage fluffed up and sad, thankfully the other
birds, her babies cheered her up and got she eventually
better. 2 months later snow flew away, leaving us 13 pretty
birds behind.

We miss her !! Shiveshika Singh

11th 'E'

Rare parasitic plant
known as a
"fairy lantern"




Roushni Parveen

Social media is 5 7
making us antisocial

Social media has become a part of our lives, and some of us
cannot even live without social media. We spend most of
our time looking mindlessly at our phones. We use many
apps such as instagram, youtube, snapchat and pinterest to
interact with our friends. We have hundreds of friends in our
friend list, but we don't really know most of them. When we
pause and check our phone in a middle of the conversation,
It indicates that we care for the person who is online than
the one who is standing right in front of us. It is the time that
we should interact with our family, friends instead of our
phones. We should use social media in a positive way, such
as gaining knowledge and staylng unformed

3 Devika Nair
§ 10th 'F'

BOOK REVIEW

lTl‘I\Efl_!l'MW/
. OFR 4
YOUNG GIRL

The diary of a Young girl is the inspiring and deeply
emotional diary of Anne Frank, a Jewish teenager who hid
from the Nazis during World War |l. Through her honestand
thoughtful entries, Anne describes the fears, challenges,
and hopes she experienced while living in the Secret
Annexe.

Despite the difficult conditions, she shows courage,
maturity and a strong belief in goodness. Her writing
highlights the value of freedom, kindness and resilience.
Though her life ended tragically, Anne Frank's diary remains
aninspiring reminder of hope in time of hardship.

To me, Anne Frank's diary is a powerful reminder of hope
and courage. Her thoughts made me value freedom and stay
positive even in tough times. Her words continue to inspire
me to be strong and kind.

K 70 >>$
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The Art of |
Day Dreaming !

“Where the mind wanders, creativity awakens”. We often
hear people saying, “Stop daydreaming and focus!” but
what if daydreaming isn't a waste of time? What if it's
actually something beautiful? Day dreaming is the art of
letting your mind wander beyond reality. It when you
imagine possibilities, create stories, or think about a future
that hasn't happened yet. Far from being useless, it's what
give birth to creativity. Many great thinkers and artist began
their ideas as simple daydreams. When we daydream, we
connect with that we truly feel and want. It helps us see our
hopes more clearly and sometimes even inspire us to turn
theminto goals. It's like giving our brain—(a short vacation)—
onethatrefreshes usinstead of tiring us.

Of course, too much of it can make us lose focus, but a little
daydreaming every now and then is like adding colors to
black and white routine. It reminds us that imagination has
no limits.

So next time your mind drifts off, don't be too hard on
yourself. Maybe, in that quiet moment, you're not being lazy
-you're creating the next big idea.

Divyanshi Singh
11th 'B'




THE BOY IN THE Aabs Asin Khan

B 10th D'

STRIPPED PAJAMAS!

The boy in the striped pajamas is one of those films that
doesn't just end. It stays with you and quietly hurts. When |
watched it, | genuinely couldn't sleep. The innocence of
Bruno and Shmuel, two boys who should have known
nothing but friendship, They didn't understand war, religion
or division and that reminded me of something painful,
hatredis not born within us, it is taught and created.

The ending completely broke me to the core. Watching
Bruno sit beside Shmuel in the gas chamber, still clueless,
still trusting, still holding his friend's hand was just
unbearable. He didn't know what was happening, and the
innocence made the moment even more devastating. It's a
scene | know | will sever forget.

What made it hit even harder is how real it felt. Not just as a
history, but as a reflection of the world today, Even in our
generation. We see people arguing, judging and fighting
over differences, debates on religion, race, identity, borders.
They still divide humanity the same way they did back then.
Watching these two boys reminded me how unnecessary
this all hatred is Children naturally choose friendship, until
adults teach them otherwise.

Two boys separated by a fence built by hate, still found a way
to see each other as human. This movie didn't just touch my

i heart, it shook something inside me and made me question
) the world we live in.

(A
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9 “From someone who didn't just watched but truly felt it”

CHILDHOOD

The swingis still, the yardis bare

No laughter echoes through the air

Our crayonsdried, the gamesall gone,

The light we chased has travelled on.
Butin my heart, those days still stay,
Like faded sun on skies of gray.
Though time has taken whatit could,
It can't erase my childhood.

M Ashish Kumar Jaiswal
12th 'D'
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The Days spent with Grand-father

The most beautiful days of my childhood were those spent
with my grand-father. He had a warmth that wrapped
around me like an old quilt — safe, soft and familiar. Every
afternoon, | would race to his sofa where he sat waiting, his
kind eyes crinkling with joy as he handed me a glass of
lemonade. His voice were gentle, carried stories of a world
long gone-tales filled with heart, quiet courage and simple
joy.

He was a tall man with soft white hair and deep set,
thoughtful eyes behind gold — rimmed glasses. He always
wore neatly pressed shirts tucked into cotton trousers, with
a wristwatch he checked not for time, but out of habit. He
smelled faintly of sandalwood.

We dug through the garden soil together, his rough hands
guiding mine, teaching me that life grows from patience and
care. He showed me how to find happiness even in small
things. On rainy days, we would sit by the window playing
chess or listening to his old favourite music. The silence
between us was filled with unspoken love.

He never raised his voice at me. Just being near him made
everything feel okay. Even now, | can feel the weight of his
hand on my shoulder when | need strength. He was more
than a grandfather he was my safe place, my quiet hero. And
though he's gone, his love echoes in every tender memory |

hold.
@

Bhavya Soni
11th 'E'

Ridhima Sarkar
5th 'C’

The Secret Life of My
(«>.Lunch Box

Hi there! I'm Ridhima's lunch box — her most loyal (and
often squished) school companion. Every morning, | wake
up to the delicious smell of parathas, noodles, or sometimes
asurprise thateven | didn't see coming!

Once packed, I'm pushed into her school bag. It's dark stuffy,
and the water bottle always bumps into me. But when the
lunch bell rings, | finally get my moment of glory. Ridhima
opens me with a bigsmile, and her friends gatheraround like
hungry detectives. “What's inside today?” they whisper.

| feel proud when everyone enjoys the food | carry, though
sometimes | get a little jealous when Ridhima shares too
much — hey, save some for yourself !

After school, | return home tired but happy. Once washed
and dried, | rest on the kitchen shelf, dreaming about
tomorrow's adventure. Because being a lunch box isn't just
about food — it's about love, laughter, and little lunchtime
secrets.
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Taniska Tiwari
11th 'A'

They ask why she adores the sunset,
Meaning everything has an end
But the radiance of the sunis
what makes her look.
As a reminder
That everything that happened
the whole day
Does not matter as long

e As the end is heautiful

3 and its effect is great.
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THEIAST

There's something about the mangoes that takes me back to
my maternal grandfather's house — an old, quiet home
tucked between green fields and sunburned roads. Every
summer, we visited him during the school holidays. The
highlight of these visits wasn't just the freedom on the
stories he told under the neem tree —it was mango treein his
backyard. Tall and full of life, It bore the sweetest mangoes |
had ever tasted. My maternal grandfather and | had a ritual.
Every morning just after sunrise, we would walk barefoot to
the tree. He'd reach up with a hooked stick bring down the
ripest fruits, and give one to me with a proud smile. “Best
one thisyear”, he'd always say, even if it wasn't. The summer
| turned fifteen, he fell ill. That year, the tree bore fewer
fruits, and he could no longer walk with me. But on our last
morning before leaving, | brought him the biggest mango |
could find. He held it, smiled weakly, and said- “Best one this
year”. That was the last summer | saw him. Now whenever |
taste aripe mango, | go back to the tree, to the marching sun,
and the man who gave me more than fruits. He gave me a
memory.
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THE LITTLE

@+ Saumya Gupta
e 11th 'E'

He was just 23 days old when | first saw him - a cute little
puppy. He had the most beautiful eyes, and a cute tail. We
named him 'Coco'. He was different. We used to play every
day. He was so tiny that he used to sleep in my father's
shoes. In the blink of an eye, time moved so fast that we
didn't realize how important someone could be. We never
know the value of someone until they are gone, and the
same happened with us. One winter morning Coco fell sick. |
took himto the hospital to get him treated, and after that, he
became better. We had to go somewhere for one week so
we left him to one of our relative and once more went out of
station. After one week, when we came back, Coco was sick
again, so we took him to the doctor. The doctor told us that
he would be five and we came home hoping everything
would be normal. But fate was not on our side. On the
morning of 6" January, 2023, he was gone. | suddenly woke
up when | heard my mother crying. | didn't know what was
happening, but when she told me, Coco was dead, | was
shocked | didn't know what to do or what to think. | went up
to hisroom and saw him lying peacefully in his bed. | decided
to touch him for the last time. His body was cold. | cried alot
because | was very close to him, He used to understand me
and was always there for me, but | was not there when he
took his final breath. After his death, we buried him in his
favourite place. | still visit that place. Dogs are the loveliest

creature in the world. They aren't able to talk but they
always understand us. After that day, | moved on from his
death, but some part of me still knows that we will never be
able to forget him. We after do not care these who are with
us right now, but when they are gone, we realise how
important they were. Life is temporary, we never know what
will happento us. | learned animportant lesson from himto
live my life at fullest. No matter how many problems. | face, |
will always smile through them.
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The Power of Learning

Beyond the Classroom
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I~ =8 Shruti Shrivastava
12th 'D'

Learning is often associated with classrooms, textbooks and
exams. But if we pause and look around, we realise that
some of the most valuable lessons come from outside the
classroom walls. Whether its through hobbies, friendships,
travel, failure or real-life experiences often teach us things
no textbook ever could.

Have you ever learned teamwork through a group project
gone wrong? Or resilience after losing a match in the last
minute? These moments shape our character and build life
skills such as empathy, problem solving and perseverance.
At our school, we are lucky to have clubs, events and
opportunities that push us to grow beyond grades. From
participating in debates and sports to volunteering or
leading a club, every experience adds to who we are
becoming.

So, as we continue to strive for academic excellence, let's
not forget that education is not confined to a classroom.
Every moment a chance to learn, grow and become a better
version of ourselves.

i

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CHAPTER 5@ 2en o

Some people try to sound cool by saying they won't miss
their school days. To them, | just want to say this; it's not that
school wasn'tfun; you never learned how to enjoy it.

From twelve years, to twelve months and only twelve days
are left. Waking up at 6 am, rushing to school, chatting with
friends on the way - School wasn't just a place, it was home.
We crafted memories, created laughter. From LKG to UKG to
class 1, 2, 3 and finally 12 none of us realised how fast time
slipped away. It feels like yesterday we were in class 6 and
now here we are, standing at the edge of goodbye.

That's why | hate when people say they won't miss their
school life, because deep down, everyone will miss it- the
laughter, the chaos, the silly fights, the last minute
homework, the endless talks. School life was totally worth it-
every single day of it. | enjoyed it. We all did. And to those
who say they won't miss their school life- what will you tell
your children or grandchildren?

And atthe end ofitall, I can proudly say I loved it, | enjoyed it.
And | will always miss it.

i» Let's embrace every opportunities, both inside and outside
3y the classroom, because the best kind of learning is the one
/* that shape our lives.

a
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Insilence, truth is revealed.
A mirrortothesoul, it feels,
Where inner wisdom starts to shine,
Guiding both the heartand mind,
Silence holds the power to heal,
A balm for souls that deeply feel,
Calming storms, soothing pain,
Bringing peace like summer's rain.
The power of silence, we explore,
A space where wisdom waits in store.
Listen deeply, hearthe sound,
Ofinner peace, all around.
Insilence, we discover our might,

9th 'A'’

Astrength that shines, like morning light.

Courage blooms, fears subside,
Empowerment, found deep inside.

Prerna Hira

11th 'E’

Power Of Wiiting

Sometimes, it's the small things that are the most powerful.
This is particularly true for the pen. By all appearance, it
seems ordinary, yet for years it has been said that “the peniis
mightier than sword.” Most of us have heard this phrase
before we often fail to understand its true meaning. This is
specially problematic for next generation. If teachers don't
equip students with the power of writing, no one else will.
The penisn't only a tool —it's a weapon available to anyone
willing to take time to learn how to use it. Of course, we can
leave it untouched gathering dust in dark corner. We can
also use it and clumsy if whithout direction, never truly
achieving. What we iuteud. Or We can lift it with care,
understand its weight, and learn the right way to wield if.
about with it, never quite managing to accomplish what we
set out to do or we can lift the sword, carefully weighing it in
our hands and begin to learn the proper way of using it. To
begin with words can express core believes and world view
in @ meaningful, compelling way. Writing permeates our
daily lives in a way that many people don't notice.

The penisasword, we choose to unsheathe it—or not.

B e ——

Dipti Verma
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Priyanshu Kumar
12th ‘A’

Life is a journey full of ups and downs. It is a mix of
happiness, success and failure. What makes life worth living
is the way we face these challenges and learn from them.
Every challenge is an opportunity to grow, and every setback
is a chance to learn and comeback stronger. Failure is a part
of life and its something we all experience at one point or
another. However failure is not the end, in fact it is often a
stepping stone to success. When we fail, we learn valuable
lessons that help us grow and improve. Our attitude towards
life also plays an significant role in shaping our future. When
we approach life with a positive attitude, we are more likely
to find happiness and success. By focussing on the positive
aspects of life, we can cultivate a positive mindset and live a
more fulfilling life. By learning from our failures and staying
positive, we can achieve anything in life. let's make our life
filled with happiness and success,and make it capable of
facing hardship, difficulties and harsh realities of life.

E R r

<

THE INVISIBLE MAN

| Dipti Verma
" 11th 'E'

The Invisible Man, written by H.G.
Wells, tells the story of Griffin, a
brilliant but reckless scientist who
discovers a way to make himself
invisible. This book is a fascinating
blend of science and morality. It
shows how curiosity and genius
can turn dangerous when not
guided but conscience.

The novel begins when a mysterious stranger completely
wrapped in bandages and wearing dark glasses, arrives at
the small English village of Iping. This man, Griffin, is soon
revealed to be a brilliant scientist who has discover a way to
make himself invisible by altering the refractive index of his
body. As the villagers grow suspicious of his secretive
behaviour Griffin's true identity and conditions are
exposed. Forced to flee, he become increasingly desperate
and violent.

| found this book to be an engaging and meaningful novel. It
is not just a story about invisibility, but also about the
boundaries of morality and madness. | found the story
thrilling and thought-provoking. It feels relevant even
today, in an age of rapid scientificadvancement.
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Ayushi Rajwade
12th 'B'

Minutes blend into hours,
Hours blend into years.

I'm scared | won't remember,
I'm scared it will disappear.
Your laughter in the rain,
Your hand intertwined with mine.

| try to hold it tightly,

But | can't stop the time.

I'll hold you in my heart.

As time begins to flow.

Just promise me, Sweet memories,
You'll never let me go.

7z
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Ojaswi Kundu
12th 'B'

Music is one of humanity's oldest and most universal forms
of expression, weaving through cultures, emotions, and eras
like aninvisible thread. From ancient tribal drums echoing in
caves to modern symphonies streaming on smartphones, it
transcends language barriers and speaks directly to the soul.
At its core, music is organised sound rhythms, melodies, and
harmonies that evoke feelings ranging from joy to
melancholy. Scientifically, it activates multiple regions, of
the brain and releasing dopamine for pleasure and reducing
stress hormones. Studies show that listening to uplifting
tunes can lower cortisol levels by up to 25%, making it a
natural therapy for anxiety.

Historically, music has shaped societies. In ancient Greece,
philosophers like Pluto viewed it as essential for education
and moral development. During the Renaissance,
composers like Bach elevated it to divine art. The 20"
century saw revolutions: Jazz challenged racial norms in
America, rock 'n' roll fuelled youth rebellion, and hip-hop
gave voice to marginalised communities.

Ultimately, music isn't just entertainment; it's a mirror of
human experience, fostering connection and healing. As
Victor Hugo said, “Music expresses that which cannot be put
into words and that which cannot remain silent.” In a n0|sy
world, it offers profound silence within the sound.
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* Maushmi Talukdar
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The Unwritten Page

The future lies an unwritten page,
A story waiting for your hand to start,
Where choices made will set the stage,
And dreams ignite within your heart.
No need to fear the empty space,
No need to doubtthe penyou hold,
Each mark you make finds its place,
A narrative of courage, brave and bold
You are the author, the design is yours,
To fill with purpose, passion and might,
To push past fears and open doors,
And bring your unique visioninto light.
The path may twist, the ink may blot,
Mistakes are lessons, not the end,
Forevery hurdle, every knot,
Is strength discovered, a force to mend.
Sostart the tale, let creativity flow,
On the blank canvas of tomorrows sky,
And be the best of whatever you are, you'll know
Your story waits, so spread your wings and fly.

One day, a wise teacher presented her students with a tree
and asked them to share their thought.

The first student with a positive and benevolent mindset,
observed the tree being struck by stones to get its fruits. The
thought that despite the harm, the tree was a magnificent
example of giving and sharing its bounty even when it
suffered. The teacher was pleased that this student had a
vision of sharing and enduring. The second student,
however had a negative and pessimistic outlook. He saw the
tree as useless, only yielding its fruits when it was struck by
people. He concluded that violence was the only way to
obtain anything from someone.

The teacher disheartened by this perspective, blessed the
first student, knowing that the second needed to change his
visionto become aclearer—headed and happier person.
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UNSTOPPABLE  you ARE THE ART [

@ Aashi Tiwari  World is the universe of art. Each form of art is just like a
'.,,‘ 4th 'E'

Sherose, galaxy of universe. Every art in this world is different, unique
Not because the world was kind and beautiful. Learning each art requires a discipline and
But because her heart refused to stay behind. courage. Just like art you, are also a different - rare and
She grew, special. Understanding you and your secrets is not easy. Your
Through cracks and rain struggles are like creators of moon and your ability shine

like-stars. Be proud of who you are became the, universe
gave its best effort to create you. Don't change Someone elie
yourself for. You are unique. You are amazing. You are not just,
achild, aboyorgirl,asonoradaughter-youarethe ART.

i

Turning everyscarinto aflame.
She learned,

That stormsdon't stay,

And courage doesn't fade away.
She became,

The fire, the calm, the sun -
Areminder that falling

Is how risingis done.

-~m Di Pand
WHEN NO ONESTAYED [ S

That joyful smile just faded away,

When the shades of life were on my way.
Everyone was busy making their own way,
So, | found it even more difficult to say

But life showed me a better way -

To hold my own hand when no one stayed.
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A Courasge

The origin of the brush of unknown.

Beneath a neem tree, Anvee discovered it,
wrapped in ared cloth. It seemed to recognise her
as it pulsed softly in her palm. The colour
shimmered-not like ordinary paint but like hope.
When she mixed them with crushed rose petals
they flowed like an emerald sea under shinning
sunrays.

She painted on old notebooks, shattered walls
and ripped sarees. The artwork reflected the
empowerment of women. The prints portrayed
her childhood, the memories daily struggle of
women in households, and the unfair treatment
they facedin workplace.

Her class teacher encouraged her to paint on
school's classroom walls, she decided to follow

her advice.
As she began painting, two inquisitive girls asked ci“ne ndB““er“v
to help along and that when taught them how to snatwelallfone:day, butterﬂles i

make colours out of flowers, leaves, chalk and

natural materials. Soon, her art work appeared on

the walls of her village and near by villages as well.
.~ Through courage and creativity. Avnee's art
% empowered unprivileged women by highlighting
9 their conditionin rural and tribal areas.
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THE POWER OF
JOURNALING

A/

Eaae————— T——

There is something special about an empty page waiting to
hear your story. Journaling may seem like simply writing
down thoughts, but for me, it feels like talking to friend who
never judges, never interupts and always listens.

| started journaling at a very young age of 11 years, when |
was feeling overwhelmed with exams and friendship
dramas. At first, | was not sure what to write. | began by
writing about my daily life - small things like much during
lunch. Slowly, my notebooks started holding not just events
but feelings | could not say out loud.

One of the most important benefit of journaling is that it
helps me untangle my thoughts. Sometimes, when | feel
anxious or confused, writing things down makes the
problem seem smaller and the solution clearer. It feels
almost as it took away half the weight off my shoulders.

On happy days, my journal becomes a box of memories.
Reading old entries reminds me of the journey | have grown
through, the days | felt lonely but found comfort. It's proof
that!'ve been strongerthanIrealised.

#

. Aaradhya Pandey
" 10th 'B'

In a world where so much of what we share is online,
journaling feels personal and grounding. It's like whispering
toyourself “Iseeyou, | hearyou, I'm proud of you"'.

If you're never tried journaling, maybe tonight , write just
one line about your day. Who knows? That small line could
be the beginning of something powerful.
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"Sonpur reminded us that respect for tradition and the dignity of
labour belongin every education.”

On 23rd August 2025, our school's literary club organised a trip to a
village called Sonpur near Ambikapur. It was raining the whole day,
and at first | thought the trip would not be fun. But once we reached
there, everything felt different in a good way.

Sonpur is a quiet village surrounded by greenery. The air felt fresh,
and the place was peaceful. It was very different from our daily life in
town. We walked on muddy paths, got wet in the rain, and laughed a
lot with ourfriends.

The first place we visited was the house of a local artist, Shri Pandit
Ram. He makes sculptures using traditional methods that he learned
from his family. His work showed the culture and life of tribal people.
Watching him made me realize how much skill and patience these
artists have, even though they live simple lives.

After that, we tried pottery. We were taught how to shape wet clay
into small pots and diyas. It looked easy at first, but it was not. My
pottery did not turn out well, but | enjoyed trying something new.
Because it was raining, we could not dry the pots, so none of us could
take them home. Still, the experience was fun.

(6 UG 4R:IP HOLY CROSS ASCENT -

One of the most memorable parts of the trip was working in the
paddy fields. We went barefoot into the muddy field and planted rice
plants. It was tiring, and the mud made it hard to walk, but it helped
me understand how much effort farmers put into growing food. It
made me respect them more.

We also saw the traditional folk dance, Karma Naach performed by
the villagers. The dance was full of energy, and the music was lively.
Some of us even joined in. Later, the villagers served us food, which
feltvery comforting after along day.

Before leaving, we visited a farmhouse nearby. It was very beautiful,
with trees, animals, and open space all around. We were welcomed
warmly and given snacks. The place felt calm and relaxing, and |
wished | could stay there longer.

The journey itself was also special. We travelled in a local bus, sitting
close together, talking, laughing, and enjoying the rain. It made me
realize that comfortis not always about luxury.

This trip to Sonpur taught me many things. It showed me the value of
simple living, hard work, and staying connected to nature. It was not
just a school trip, but a meaningful experience that | will always
remember.
Abin John Babu

12th 'C’
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Journey into Hasdeo - From Green to Grey

Documentaries are not just films. They are lessons,
experiences, and responsibilities. A documentary does not
only show what is happening, it helps us understand reality
through real people and real places. “From Green to Grey”
was one such journey for us. It was not only a visit to a forest,
but an experience that changed the way we look at
development, nature, and human suffering. This
documentary was a student project, but very soon it became
much more than an assignment. Our aim was to visit a place
where forest depletion was actively happening, to
understand why it was happening, who was responsible,
and whether it could be stopped or not. After proper
research and discussion, our team of around ten members
decided to visit the Hasdeo forest region of Chhattisgarh, a
place once known for its dense greenery and biodiversity,
now slowly turning grey due to mining.

As we reached the beginning of the village area, we got lost.
The roads were unclear, and there were no proper
directions. At that moment, we met an elderly man on the
roadside. By the grace of God, that meeting became a
turning point for us. Through him, we were introduced to a
local villager named Deepak. Deepak played one of the most
important roles in our documentary. He became the bridge
between us and the local people. He showed us the village,
the damaged roads, and the surrounding forest areas. While
walking with us, he explained how mining started in this
region, how it slowly expanded, and how it changed the lives
of the people living there. He told us about frequent blasting
in the mining area. Sometimes the blasts are so strong that
the roofs of houses crack or partially collapse. People
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live in constant fear, especially at night. Children woke up
suddenly due to vibrations. Animals are also deeply
affected. Many have left the forest, and those that remain
live in fear and confusion. Elephants, birds, and other
wildlife nolonger feel safe in their own habitat.
We recorded interviews with villagers, women, elders, and
farmers. Every person had a story filled with pain,
frustration, and helplessness. We spoke with the sarpanch
and discussed issues such as displacement, compensation,
health problems, water scarcity, and loss of livelihood. The
women shared their fears for their children and their future.
The villagers were not against development, but they were
against being ignored and sacrificed in the name of
development. Many people told us that they feel irritated
and exhausted. Blasting has become a part of their daily
routine, but that does not mean they have accepted it. Living
under fear has become normal for them, and that is the
most painful reality.
After completing our filming and returning, we understood
the true meaning of this documentary. From Green to Grey
is not only about deforestation. It is about people, animals,
culture, and balance. It is about what happens when
progress is forced without listening to those who are directly
affected.
This journey taught us empathy and responsibility. It
showed us the power of storytelling through visuals and
voices. Forests are not empty lands waiting to be used. They
are living ecosystems and homes to thousands of lives.
Hasdeo was once green. It is slowly turning grey. The
.% question still remains, can we stop it before it disappears

é completely?

ST How choss asceNT -2020 Y3




Mission Against Single-Use Plastic Wrappers

“Plastic wrappers are used for minutes,
but pollute the Earth foryears.”

Students of Holy Cross Convent Lead a Decade-Long
Mission Against Single-Use Plastic
For the past ten years, the students of Holy Cross Convent
Senior Secondary School, Ambikapur have been actively
working towards a cleaner and greener environment by
leading a powerful campaign against single-use plastic
wrappers. What began in 2015 as a small school initiative
has today transformed into a city-wide movement, making
our students proud torchbearers of environmental
responsibility.
The campaign started with a simple yet thoughtful idea.
Students began collecting discarded plastic wrappers from
their surroundings and sending them back to the
manufacturing companies, requesting them to take
responsibility for the waste generated by their products.
This activity not only spread awareness about plastic
pollution but also helped students understand the
importance of producer accountability at a very young age.
Thesincerity and determination of the students soon gained
national attention. The initiative was acknowledged by the
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India through a tweet, which
became a moment of great pride and motivation for the
entire school community. This recognition inspired students
to continue their efforts with even greater enthusiasm.
In recent years, the campaign has reached new heights
through an annual awareness rally organized in the city.

Ashish Kumar Jaiswal
12th 'D'

Every year, nearly 500 students participate in the rally from
Mahamaya Chowk to Ghadi Chowk, carrying creative
placards, colourful tableaux and raising powerful slogans
demanding a ban on single-use plastic wrappers. A lively
flash mob performed during the rally captures public
attention and delivers the message of environmental
conservation in an engaging and impactful manner.

This year's rally witnessed the presence of several respected
dignitaries, including the current Mayor of Ambikapur, Smt.
Manjusha Bhagat, former Mayor Dr. Ajay Tirkey, and other
prominent leaders from various political backgrounds. They
appreciated the students for their consistent efforts and
encouraged collective action to protect the environment.
The event also received wide coverage from print and
electronic media, helping the message reach a larger
audience.
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Adding further strength to the campaign, the students wrote a detailed letter to the Hon'ble Prime Minister, appealing for
strict action against single-use plastic wrappers. Along with this, a massive signature collection drive was organized, during
which nearly 75,000 citizens expressed their support for the cause. This overwhelming response highlighted the growing
environmental awareness among the people.
The success of this long-running initiative would not have been possible without the inspiring guidance of our respected
Principal, Dr. Sr. Jessy Thekkan, whose vision and leadership have constantly motivated students to become responsible and
environmentally conscious citizens. The continuous support of teachers, parents and the local community has also played a
vital role in strengthening the campaign.
i~ Through their decade-long commitment, the students of Holy Cross Convent Senior Secondary School have proved that age
% is no barrier to bringing about positive change. Their journey stands as a shining example of youth-led environmental action
): and inspires all of us to take small yet meaningful steps towards a plastic-free future.
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Book Review

by George Orwell

“All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal
than others.”

This book felt disturbingly phenomenal. What began as a
hopeful and joyous rebellion slowly turned into a deeply
manipulative system, making me realise how easily power
can shift hands and change intentions.

| found myself confused and unsettled when the very
animals | was rooting for began corrupting the system and
exploiting others in the same way they were once exploited.
The shift is gradual, yet devastating, and it forces the reader
to confront how quickly ideals can collapse.

The blind faith and loyalty of the other animals towards the
pigs felt like a mirror held up to society. At times, it felt like
watching a film where you know exactly what is going to
happen, yet remain powerless to stopit. That helplessnessis
what makes the novel so unsettling.

Even though the ending feels inevitable, | would be lying if |
said | did not hold onto a small sense of hope, hope that the
animals would not turn into what they once fought against.
Their silence ultimately becomes the greatest flaw of the
system. Despite proving early on that unity gives them
power, their unwillingness to speak allows corruption to
thrive. The novel left me with a clear realisation: knowing
one's rights and remaining vigilant is essential, because
comfort and silence are often the first steps toward losing
one'svoice.

Although written decades ago, Animal Farm feels less like a
story of the past and more like a mirror held up to the
present. The faces may change, but the patterns remain
disturbingly the same and power continues to repeat itself

in familiar and dangerous ways.
f- "4 Shreyanshi Singh
Teacher
|
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Exams : A Measure of Preparation, Not Fear

To understand why a person tends to be quite anxious about
exam, one needs to know what is exam and what one is
afraid of.
Exam is a systematic assessment used to evaluate a
student's knowledge, understanding, skills and learning in
various subjects. An exam measures preparation, not your
worth.” It is essential because it motivates the students to
set goals, to study regularly and to stay focused on achieving
their goals. It helps them identify their progress and also
gives impetus to further learning and builds discipline
through planning and time management.
Fear may creep in when one thinks incapable of oneself
(wrong belief that“ | am not able or | can never do “ without
positive and consistent effort or without analyzing whether
the statement | repeat is true or not); wrong notion of
examination system itself, self comparison or one tends to
take it negatively when parents or teachers compare with
the other, one wastes time aimlessly on entertainment,
friendship, media and above all when one doesn't have clear
cutaimor purposein life.
Do your best today; perfection is not required.
Fear fades when you focus on the next small step.
Let's discuss in details about more reasons for Exam
Anxiety:
A.Academic Pressure

< Students often feel that their entire future depends on

exam results.

<+ School systems, competitive
environments, and high
expectations amplify the
importance of grades.
< Irregular to the school and
irregularin projects
submission.
B. Fear of Failure
+ Many students worry about disappointing parents,
teachers, orthemselves.
< Fear of getting low marks or failing can create intense
psychological pressure.
C. Postponing and Poor Time Management
Last-minute studying, procrastination, and cramming
increase stress.
<« Multiple subjects with large syllabi can feel
overwhelming.
D. Lack of Proper Preparation
< Ineffective study techniques, unclear understanding
of concepts, or inconsistent revision or last minute
study leads to insecurity.
<« When students feel unprepared, their confidence
drops and anxiety rises.
E. Comparison with others
Peer competition and social comparison make
students feel inadequate.
< Wrong belief in statements like “If others are doing
better, Imust be falling behind.”
F. High Expectations
<+ Some parents unintentionally pressurize their
children by emphasizing marks over learning.

Sr. Jaya
Counsellor
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+ High expectations from self can also make students = D.Encourage Open Communication

feel pressurized. < Students should talk with teachers or parents when
G. Lack of Coping Skills they feel overwhelmed.

Many students aren't aware or open to learn to + Supportive conversations reduce emotional

handle stress, manage time, or deal with pressure. pressure.

E.Practice Through Mock Tests
« Doing sample papers helps students get
comfortable with exam formats.
« It reduces fear of the unknown and improves time
management.

When the students observe that everyone is not as anxious
asthem it enables them to see the possibilities to deal with
the factors mentioned above and feel confident enough to
face exam.
2. Solutions to Reduce Exam Anxiety
A. Effective Study Planning
<+ Create a clearand realistic study timetable.
<+ Break the syllabus into manageable parts and
understand the basics and concepts.
< Use spaced repetition and daily revision rather than
accumulating.
B. Shift Focus from Grades to Learning
< Parents and teachers can emphasize understanding
rather than perfection.
. Celebrating small efforts and small success builds
confidence and reduces fear of failure.
C. Reduce Social Comparison
« Students should avoid comparing marks or study
progress with peers.
< Focusing on personal improvement(compete with
self) creates healthier motivation.
« When your parents or teachers compare, it is to
motivate you not to devalue or defame you.

ol
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F. Healthy Lifestyle Habits I. Build Self Esteem andPositive Mindset
<+ Adequate sleep, balanced meals, and regular Know yourself, accept your strength and weakness;
exercise improve concentration and reduce stress. consciously focus on your strength and abilities; be
+ Short breaks between study sessions prevent open to learn from mistakes. Develop a positive inner
burnout. dialogue affirming yourself like: “I am good
G. Learn Stress-Management Skills enough”, “l am able”, “I can do with needed help”,“I
% Mindfulness, breathing exercises, relaxation will keep trying to achieve small and big successes.”

techniques and simple practices like deep breathing
or short meditation calm the mind before exams.
H. Learn Time Management tips

+ Set specific and achievable goals in academics

< Prioritize your subjects and set time duration
accordingly.

< Set a practical time table which includes recreation,
time with family, sports etc.

With patience, self-compassion and consistency
confidence naturally develops.

J. Seek Counseling and Guidance
Feel free to take counseling service to understand
oneself, recognize blocks and enhance resilience.
Early intervention helps prevent anxiety from
becoming severe.

:: Conclusion ::

Exam anxiety in students is caused by a combination of factors mentioned above.Fear of failure and social
comparison will not affect the students if they grow in self discovery, self understanding and acceptance, self love and
care.“Self-belief is the quiet strength that carries you through the exam.”When one enhances self-esteem, one can
weather storms of any kind.With the right strategies like effective planning and preparation, emotional support, and
positive attitudes toward self and learning, students can significantly reduce exam-related stress and perform with
confidence. Great things happen to those who don't stop believing, trying and learning with interest. Know that this
test is one moment—not your whole story. You are more capable than what your anxiety tells you. Effort brings
peace, not panic. Trust what you've learned—your mind remembers more than you think.

BELIEVE THAT YOU ARE AWESOME AND WHAT YOU CAN DO IS MUCH MORE THAN WHAT YOU THINK. LOVE YOUR
GOOD SELFAND LOVE LEARNING TO GROW UPWARD.

D
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Begin A Day with A Smile

Everyday begins with a choice- to carry out our worries or to
wear a smile. A smile may seem small, yet it has the power to
change the tone of a entire day. When we begin our day with
a smile, we invite hope, calm and positivity in our hearts. We
often underestimate how a simple expression can influence
our surroundings. A genuine smile has the ability to reduce
stress, build confidence, and create a welcoming
atmosphere wherever we go. It is a quiet reminder that even
on busy or difficult mornings, we still have the power to
choose kindness and optimism. In school a teacher's smile
can ease a child's fear and a student's smile can brighten a
tired classroom. A smile does not solve all problems but it
gives us the strength to face them. It tells others, " You are
seen and you are valued".Sometimes, the smile we offer to
others returns to us in unexpected ways. It can start
conversations, strengthen friendships, and even comfort
strangers. In sharing a smile, we unknowingly spread a chain
of positivity that continues far beyond that single
moment.Life may not be always easy, but a smile helps us to
move forward with courage. It costs nothing yet it creates
warmth and connection. When shared it multiplies
happiness and lightens burdens.Let us begin each day with a
smile not because life is perfect but because every new day
is a gift waiting to be lived with hope and smile.

(GNP oLy cRoss ASCENT - 2026 )3

Sr. Sadhana Tirkey
Teacher
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Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue

One day, while casually scrolling through Instagram, | came
across a reel about the Viksit Bharat Young Leaders
Dialogue. It mentioned that students could apply for the
competition. By God's grace, | decided to apply without any
expectations or confidence of getting selected. | simply
treated it as an opportunity and moved ahead.| was first
selected for the quiz round, which qualified me for the essay
round on the topic Innovation with Tradition: Building a
Modern Bharat. After evaluation, | was selected again and
moved to the PPT presentation round held at Pt.
Ravishankar Shukla University, Raipur. There, | presented my
ideas in front of domain experts and university professors.
The judges appreciated my thoughts, and | secured first
position in Chhattisgarh with 87.6%, the highest in the state.
| was later selected in the interview round as well. From the
entire state, only 45 students were chosen, and | was the
only one selected from my district to represent Chhattisgarh
in Delhi.Our journey began from Raipur under the guidance
of Sudha Ma'am. | met my team members for the first time,
coming from different backgrounds and professions.
Despite the differences, we connected well and soon felt
united. A send-off ceremony was organized at the residence
of the Honorable Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh, where we
had dinner along with respected ministers.In Delhi, we
visited Bharat Mandapam and presented ideas before
domain experts. We also visited the Buddha Museum. On
Day 2, we listened to Ajit Doval sir, whose thoughts were
deeply inspiring. We later had an interaction with Priyanka

Shukla Ma'am. Day 3 included an unforgettable interaction
with astronauts Sudhanshu Shukla Sir and Prashant Nair Sir,
followed by the Colors of India program. Day 4 was special as
we listened to the Honorable Prime Minister in person and
Shivraj Singh Chouhan Sir. On day 5 the journey concluded at
Smrriti Bhavan with felicitation and certificate distribution by
Pradeep Gandhi Sir and Vijay Goel Sir and with breakfast at
residency of Tokhan Sahu Sir before leaving for CG.
Throughout these five days, | met strangers who never felt
like strangers and witnessed diverse cultures and met
people from all corners of India and even from outside the
country. Meeting and listening to eminent personalities and
dignitaries was a great learning experience. | am sincerely
thankful to my Principal Dr. Sr. Jessy Thekkan and especially
Ms. Neelam Poddar for their constant support. This journey
from 50.4 lakh participants to the final 3000 is an experience
| will always carry with me.

Shilpi Vishwakarma
12th 'A’
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The Boy in the Striped Pajamas

A Reflection on Innocence Amidst Atrocity

“Some things are just sitting there minding their
own business waiting to be discovered.”

John Boyne’s novel The Boy in the Striped Pajamas is a
deeply moving narrative that explores the horrors of the
Holocaust through the lens of childhood innocence. Set
during World War Il. The story introduces two young
boys—Bruno, the son of a Nazi commandant, and Shmuel, a
Jewish prisoner—whose unlikely friendship unveils the
tragic consequences of prejudice, ighorance, and blind
loyalty. Bruno’s family relocates from Berlin to “Out-With”
(Auschwitz), a concentration camp, which he mispron-
ounces as Out-With. His naive misunderstanding of the
situation emphasizes how sheltered he is from the brutality
of the Nazi regime. Despite the frightening environment,
Bruno retains a natural curiosity. It is this curiosity that leads
him to the fence separating his world from Shmuel’s, where
their friendship begins. Shmuel, wearing the striped
pajamas, symbols of dehumanization, represents the
countless innocent lives lost in the Holocaust. His quiet
suffering stands in stark contrast to Bruno’s comfortable yet
restricted life. The boys share conversations about their
families, fears, and hopes, revealing how children,
regardless of background, share the same fundamental
emotions. Their friendship, built on empathy and
companionship, challenges the ideological hatred enforced
by adults. The fence in the story becomes a powerful

Shambhavi Singh
10th 'D'

&

metaphor. While it physically divides them,
symbolizes the constructed barriers of race, religion, and
class. Yet, the boy's bond shows that such divisions are
neither natural nor permanent. Ultimately, Bruno’s lack of
understanding about the camp’s true nature leads to a
devastating ending, reminding readers that innocence is
often sacrificed first in the machinery of evil systems.
Boyne’s novel serves as a warning about the dangers of
unquestioned authority and the moral responsibility
individuals hold in resisting injustice. Through a simple yet
haunting narrative, "The Boy in the Striped Pajamas"
compels readers to reflect on the consequences of hatred
and the importance of compassion. It stands as a testament
to the idea that humanity suffers whenever discrimination
and violence are allowed to prevail.
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The Graduating Batch
o +)) HOLY CROSS CONVENT SR.SEC.SCHOOL
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CLASS - Xt 'A SESSION - 2025-28

Teachees (From Lafl) - Mr Anaday Resal, Mo Jessy Aliraham, Mes Mukis Versa, Mrs Neslam Poddar, Or St Jessy Thekisn [Frincpsd], Mr Sicle Haesssn Anesei (Diae Teacher), Me Suni Kemee Tiwar, M Ashish Agrased, M: Sonil Wishwakarsa, M Sariash Sehus

it R {Girle) - Shipha Bacs, Asuahl Gupta, Mg Gugts, Seiat Saiowal, Kashish Gupts, Ayushi Gups, Madi Vishweiarma, Asa Keshn, Pratigys Tesrl, Sudpts San, Anushka SnghiCiass Rapressntalive, Shagus Shams, Kauehl Choudheey, Wrishtl Pasdiey

Second Row (Sira) = Ishika Goyel, Assbika Sngh. Baah Pandey, Despanshi Dwitys Verma, Anushis Min, Rons Patwe, Umas Azmat Ansar, Ayushi Sisgh, Heeba Ansan, Hassia Cubey, Dosgal Kedkatta, Pawani Senl Shipi Vistwakerma, Rosabma Mis|, Mrisal Pandey, Aysat Pathak

Thind Fow [Bers] — Avush Sugha, Praftyush Kemes Pandey, Fababh Venna, Upleleh Thewrl Kural Yadev, Lav Goyal, Pryesehu Kumer, Manel Kear, Neman Supts, Akshal Nebar, Abbash Jaiowal

Tog Fiow [Boys) — Anhiset Viswaikama, Rudm Kumee Debay, Akgushiman Sarvastevs. Roaltan Kemer Pandey, Prakbar Pandey, Hmaeash Misikgunl, Jagicl Singh. Kush Quyal, Shesiwat Pasday (Sc2o0l Pmsidet) 9:
7
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Ny AMBIKAPUR SURGUJA (C G.)

CLASS - X|t '8’

SESSION - 202526
T-nh:ll.lllnnﬁhm Mr. Pranay Srroastave. M. Jl-vn.m'll'um Mtl M lrh\lm (ClnTnlm'}.S- Jossy Thakkan (Principal), Mr.Suni Tiwarl, Mr. Achish Agmwal, M. Yogosh Gour, Mr. . Sunil
st row Lo io Right - i Ti Siml Emmy Saha, Anshika Sharma, Hriika Mahroda, Man Jalewad, Ayuss Rufwads. M dhumite Sharm, lMiH Singh, Shianl Prejapatl, Vanahivs Barter, Pariah
2rdd tow Lol to Fight - Akt Dfurve, Aarnc l\ulu!\ﬂh Yeuha Mwﬁmﬂmimm smmww rmp-l Anniks Gupte. Amvesha Siaha, Fidd| anux wu&u u-rrr Gupte, Sakshl Roy G arju ﬂl‘vl Vasrma
i 3rd row Lt o Rignt - Anjpna Yeday, Samrisdnl Manjhi, Apoorse Shrivasisva, Bimran Paiel, Prinoy Xpshr, Riminb prunrr.\-\nsnm.k n“ n gy, Ojeswi K Adankzng Lok Md!
L 4o rew Lafl lz Right - Ada unl(ull\uw Makahith Sahuy, Vikeah Palies, Ayush Bais, Aakish Snarma, Turmewie B Pgh. Agunh Yadav, Ankit Th Yogendre ma m Abkay Kumir Kushwabe Sl huﬂ-&lﬂ Ha nh Kh.ﬂlf i, Ayush Dubey, DReuy Pandey
)
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CLASS - Xl 'C SESSION - 2025-26

Toachars from lefl - Mr Santoah Behura | M Gauray' Gupta . Mrs Rimsha Shrivasiava , Mre Sushmila Shattacharya , Or S-. Jeany theltkan [peincipal ), M Shaknar Singh (class tsacher ), Mr Ashish Agareal, MrSunilT arl Mr Yogesh gawr , Mr Samoer Singh
16t row (gldel- Adit Sngh , Sém'ldHGu’h Khushl Prajapal , Urmeet kour Chawla , Paridh Guata , Pr yﬁruhltnuﬂlﬂ S*MIUWI Acslila Saba | Bhani Jain , Aasths Tiwar | Shireys Arbastils | Shife ssnv Beck | N dvsbiee Vishwakarma

Zeed row - Astltiha Tayael . Somys Msfes | Sourva Dulbsey | shits Gupls, Asrohi Gupds | KeitikaGupts , Asstha Garg . Anghiks Sond | lahiks Agraws Brmu‘rlwl Fiskita Garg . Adza sara. Asrya Yacsy,

Srd row < Abin john batn . Ravinandan Mishra . Sourmys KumarShrivastava , Kartik Bansal SumitVvishwas , Tahsoen Hasan , mnhm Rishabh mandal . Mayank Jaimeal | Piyush Kumes Singh
munpmpqumm,smmmm,m- na Sahu, Akshai Pandey , Gauny Agrawal , Karandeep Sonl Rudraksh Garg , Snashank Thwar
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CLASS - XN D SESSION - 7026-26

Taskeham (From Lefl) - Mr Ravi Ranjas Chaubey, M@ ranay W, M Rimuna 8h v, MrYogish Gaur, D Br Jesey Thakin [Principall, Mes Sedlam Podser [Cless Teachar), Me Bosil Kumar Tward, Mr Samesd Eingh, Mr Sah hh Agrawal, Mr Shekhar Siegh

Firsk Fow (QlW) - Borbhbi Yede, Kesubio Btaakar, Farmat Kasal Khan, Videh) Jalowed, Arys Qupte, Simmn Rewani, Bhet Shi (Cluss R it Arosi Aqr w5 hirpen| Sanedes, Wahi Aqrmd At Dwivwd], Safida ®hatun, Maki Ebacre, Anushke Kuwhwane
? Swcoad Fow [Goye & Gide) - AshishKamar Jalvewl, Saket Sings, Arpll Sheme, AnleshCorwesd, Apskene Agrawnl Abhimets Trakar, Niyst Singh Sisccia mma.lg wwnl Aawttmiade, Senchii Kumar Cugte, Pranjs! Gupbs, Slex P a;e. onen, Fevindm Kusar Topps
:Q Top Foow (Boys) - Limar Farsgus Sidigus, Shaurym vijey Singh, Nemk Agrawal, Fohe Senel, Kehne Sgrawsl, Ashulost Skhgh, Ayuss Sonl Lakehys Thﬂ Pranuy Shtvastove, Shorps Sogal, lehenl Sherme, Julisfelenn, VideehwnSoni
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D HOLYSCROSSICONVENTSSENIORISECONDARYSSCHOOT
"( X ( ENGLISH MEDIUM )
AMBIKAPUR, DIST. - SURGUJA (C.G.), Mo. 7000494395
E-mail : holycrossambikapur67@gmail.com Website : www.holycrossambikapur.com




